Augusut 2019 GLAD TIDIN

Empowered by Christ
tocare,

Enriched by the Holy Spkit |/f|(

tocelebrate

Gathered by the lake,
we are
Embraced by God
togrow (

Congregational United Church of Christ Neenah / Menasha

Dear Friends,

Recently, I've received requests to make my sermons available on the congregatiow$eeinsite.
principle it has seemed like this would be a good thing to do, | realize | have beeMyastaotance stems
from having personally heard fifty years of preaching, and then reading something like another five years of
Sunday sermons in published fotthave heard and read some great preathdtgling the Reverends Samuel
Proctor and Gardner Taylor and Will Willimon at Duke, and the Reverends Barbara Brown Taylor, Fred
Craddock, and Otis Moss Il in printhe great preachers excel at the deaftyerful attentiveness to the text;
background scholarly preparation; discerning a word from God to the congregation; shaping that word into a
message marked by compelling images, stories, words, and ideas; and masterful delivery add up to art in th
and mind and mouth of a great preacWénen you hear a stellar sermon, the pulpit bursts into flEagng
and reading those preachers' sermons has undoubtedly improved my more modest gifts, but still | wonder w

have to add that hasn't already been said better.

The flip side of the coin is that | have heard terrible preaching in-dgctde life, todBad. And bad in
every sense of the wordoorly prepared, unduly repetitive, rregarited, clichéd, utterly uninformed,
manipulative, theologically shallow and dubious and harmful, insufficiently written and delivered, spiritually a
politically offensive, pointless, gutould go on, but you get the pictukany of these sermons were delivered
by men and women who were my pastorsther words, people | knew, appreciated, respected, loved, and

generally trusted; none of them would have wanted to mistreat or mystify or bore or insult me.

Preaching is by definition a complex phenomeWbdrat | hear in a sermon, what | take away from it,
depends in large measure on who | HBnerefore, my conclusions about sermons are often unfair to the
preacher, who was probably doing the best he or she could to be faithful and true on any givere Sunday.
surely written and preached sermons that deserve to be forgotten, and for which | would hope to be
forgiven Guess what® is often hard to identify which meditations miss the &t often becomes clear

(Continued on next page)



only in retrospect.

Having said all this, I'll begin submitting most of my Sunday meditations for publication on oulneel

site.

real sense, the meditation is the possession of the congregation rather thanlitsspagtortant for those (I
ther al

us who identify with Jesus and the Christian movement he initiated to share conversation with each
spiritual thingsDoing so helps us know who we are and why we ardthagdters to God that the
Congregational United Church of Christ, Neenah/Menasha gathers together by the lake at the end of
Blvd, but we often forget God's interest and miss God's presence and dismiss JdesScadtiay meditatid
IS one resource, one gift to get us talking together about the presence and action of Godriopeiglys.
access to a print form of the meditation will help us sustain our conversation about God's dream for g

lives. Beginning in August, therefore, look for our meditatiomgatcuccnm.org

Take my lips, dear God, and speak through tlieke our minds and think with thefirake our hearts anfl

set them on fireThrough Jesus Christ our Soverefgmen

In time with hope, Pastor Dave.

Nicole
n

ur

Summer Worship
Wedding Anni vlef sar i d@l5am
\
"\\\ August 5th
\ Becky and Jeff Nichols
August 16
Audrey and Kent Mosebach
8/04 Bob Nault ~ August 12
8/04 Joel Toeppler Kris and Ken Anderson
8/06 Ellen Montour August 13th
8/06 Alyssa Rogoff Denise and Jeff Stewart
8/08 Dan Jischke August 16th
8/09 Leon Flesburg Erv and Sharon Wegner
8/12 Kevin Shumann August 22d
8/12 Josh Groom Debra and Bruce Janda .
8/15 Dylan 1-M August 26th ...;."-?“ ‘J‘nﬂ} PIeasc_a kgep the
8/17 Judy Doornbos Ann and Chuck Luebke - . following in youf
8/20 Madison G. August 27th £~ = thoughts anfl
8/21 Sam Chaffin Pam And Terry Zielinski @ E prayers; Jerfy
Steph Vanden Hoogen AlguUst 28th LG & Pozolinski,  Cargl
8/25 Shane Smith Leon and Terri Flesburg " Sweet, Dar Schuff,
Christopher S. August 28 dUSt 2|8;] osch Erv and Sherry Wegner (spn,
8/26 Stephanie Swatscheno Mary and Ralph Liesc Ryan), Nancy Anderson. Travis
ggg E:/)i/:gt Wadleigh We would like to wish all a happy | Zielinski, Wendy Remmel, iz
' birthday or anniversary. If yopr | MacKelvie, Joel Toeppler and [the
birthday or anniversary was omitled| Homebound: Karen Crivello
or you would rather not have |it ; '
published, please contact the chyrch Katie La More, Paul Franke and
office. Bob Doornbos.



http://www.newsletternewsletter.com/SearchArt/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95096150
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.universities.com%2Fassets%2Fsite%2Flogos%2Fsilver-lake-college-of-the-holy-family-logo-36400.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.universities.com%2Fschools%2Fsilver-lake-college-of-the-holy-family&docid=
http://www.cuccnm.org

Spiritual Life

A4
[@ What sets your soul on firg®ell, besides the
— temperature outsid€lor me, music fires me
ews up! Whether it's a choir singing a beautiful

75, peoe, s |

C a it IS, music invigorates mand that is what |
am trying to do with the music at our chuicp

want to invigorate you and help you deepen and enrich your worshi

wonderful musicSome people love sitting back and listening to mupic

while others enjoy creatingAind many people love botlome join me
and the rest of our amazing choir to create inspiring miasichoir will
meet on Wednesdays starting\agust 28 at 6:30pmOur first Sunday
singing in worship will I#ept. 8th. You don't need

to be able to read musi¢ou just have to be willing to_, e

try something new and have filfnyou have any @

questions or concerns about it, let me krist’s 1.?'3‘ L§
o)

ignite peoples souls and help inspire them and de€3&&
their worship together!

Spencer Jones
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September
Glad Tidings
Deadline
August 10th

PANTRY SUNDAY

LET6S MAKE A DI FFERENC

piece, a soloist, a band, whatever and whol eer

AUGUST LECTIONARY

August 4th
Hosea 11:111

Psalm 107:9,43
Ecclesiastes 1:2-12
ith Psalm 49:12

Wit Colossians 311

11 Luke 12:121

23 1

August 11th
Isaiah 1:1, 1RO

Psalm 50:18,228
Genesis 15:16
Psalm 33:122

Hebrews 11:1318
Luke 12:320

August 18th
Isaiah 5:17

Psalm 80:12189
Jeremiah 23:239
Psalm 82
Hebrews 11:292:2
Luke 12:4%6

August 25th
Jeremiah 1:40

Psalm 71:16

Isaiah 58:914
Psalm 103:18
Hebrews 12:189

Luke 13:147

AUGUST/ SEPTEMBER
Item : Cereal

our next Community Table. We will be collecting items in jhopes
that there will be enough for each guest to get one iterduljhe
give away for the CT will be cer@dde cart for donations is|in
the hall. Great service opportunity!

Our next Community Table is on September Rlghse sign dip
early to help. We will need workersg;ooks and donations.. ¢all
or email Gay Dickson or Scott Olson with any quegtiops.
Dickson.anne5@gmail.coon  dsotnwi@yahoo.com

Food pantry items are used by our church as a "give away |item" at

Church Office
Summer Hours
Tuesday Thursday
8:0612:30
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Summer Outdoor Worship
Schedule

Be sure to be part of the b
attended services of the sum

in the beauty of the outdoors at
outdoor chapel. Bring your o
| awn chair or
folding metal chairs. Plan to stay
fellowship afterwards. Service
be held inside if it is raining.

August 18th
Pet Blessing

Blessing

s of Animals
")

et
o>

st
mer!
Once each summer month we meet

pur
vin
u

will

for

BIBLE STUDY
The Bible study group is reading and discussing]gm OUR

Isaiah. A giant among the Hebrew prophets, Is

was revered by ancient Christians who read it k"«
light of Jesus. We take their lead, while also
attempting to understand the book in its originas'll“jv
context. If you are interested and available, please'ﬁ'li;il
join us. The Bible Study group meets here at the! '
church weekly on Tuesday at 11 am.

se the On&e€chssand Bi bl

This group meets at Stone Arch Brew Pub,, English Roor
1004 S. Olde Oneida in Appleton, at 6pm
on the 4 Tuesday of each month to discuss
a variety of topics. Attendees buy their own
dinner and beverage. The discussion topics
can be requested from the church office.

Advance reading or registration not needed.

-

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

4

=

Y .,_,
nger Walk

C.R.O.P Walk
October 13th

Alternative
Christmas Market
November 24th
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vacation *

Brougrit to you bi/
eenah-Menasha anc

cai (ke
you!
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Glory
| to God,

who I1s able to \
do Far beyond \
al that we could | L4
ask or magine
by his power at
work within us!

W\
aFriday, May 315t

Y74 Registration O
‘ Register at: http a.cc/2YO875L
ontact 920.725.43 ore information


https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fst3.depositphotos.com%2F7960594%2F16979%2Fv%2F1600%2Fdepositphotos_169798610-stock-illustration-man-sitting-at-the-table.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdepositphotos.com%2F169798610%2Fstock-illustration-man

Ministry of Faith Development
Vacation Bible School Kids Sing
TO MARS AND BEYOND The kids will be sharipg
Monday, August 12tidWednesday, August 14th the songs they have
5:000 8:00 p.m. learned at VBS on
Dinner will be served August 18thduring the
outdoor servicle (
We have waited all year afihisydart||sbngs willimlka yolant tolofh|[ € ¢
VBS is brought to you by CUCCNM and First Presbyterian Church,| |in the fun of VBS!!
Neenah. VBS will be held Augusti#Zrom 5pr8pm at CUCCNM!
Dinner will be served at 5pm on all three nightswWiteeffering) and
events will begin at 5:30. sunday Schoo
At To Mars and Beyond VBS, your child will discover an interactive|and Ministry of FaitH
energizing Biblbased program through a variety of activities: art proJgcts,  pevelopment idooking
singing, science exploration, recreational activities, and a mission gfoject.  for 2 new teachers ant
It is open to ages Rketo entering 5th grade. CUCCNM and First many teachdr sé
Presbyterian Church members who are entering 6th grade may be Jimig¢ Sunday School curriculum
leaders. All P+ participants need to be pettgined. allows us to rotate our teacting
You can register ahead of the event onlinipet//conta.cc/2YO875l. ||staff on a 4 to 5 week bakpis,
or on our church website. . allowing our teachers to still erjjoy
We are also in need of many items in order to offer our most spectatifar service while following tHeir
VBS yet.Please take a moment to check the display in the back of f1@ersonal mission: to teach |the
Sanctuary to see if you can provide any of the items listed. MonetafYyouth of our church. THe
donations are also accepted, checks can be made out to CUCCNM Ryfriculum is very easy to follpw,
please remember to put VBS in the memo line. Our VBS program is{@y@@thing is laid out for ydu,
our largest evangelism events, with your help we offer not therefore only a little prep wqrk
only our kids but many of the neighbor kids 3 days of faith needs to be done.
filled activities. Some of the items needed this year are: Sunday School |[tea
:Hand held Telescope also be on rotation; how many
Rope Lighting any color volunteers we have will deternjine
*Small bag of sand the amount of Sundays you wil| be
asked to serve.
Please contact Alanna |at
ce@cuccnm.ordf you think you
have what it takes to build ¢ur
Meet & Greeft| Dasunday Schopl|youthinto greatyoung adults who
Meet & Greet Days coming up |Sunday School will begin|will go out into this world to shqre
on September 8th from| |September 15th!Children will |[Go d 6w! L o
9:3010:00 AM in Fellowsh|p |start the morning off in churgh
Hall. You will be able to regigterwith their parents and will pe
for Sunday School and get| tdexcused for class with their Take Out Chprcl
know your teachers. teachers f ol | dw|Rrew@ning foreits € hdarl Vakpe n 6
Message. Class will finish arquniout Church is an activity box full
11:1811:30, please pick your Hidq of faith formation activities youth
up by their classrooms. can engage in |whe
church, whether at the cabin| at
the beach, or just laying arounf at
home. Pick up a box in the center
hallway!
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