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What I learned at Camp Awesum

After spending an amazing week with three of our youth and the families and staff of Camp Awesum, I
have been reflecting on what I have learned by being part of this ministry. Although there is much that I
learned (and am still learning), these are the three that stand out:

The image of God wears sound protectors.

At the closing vespers service on Friday night, Mark Showalter, Moon Beach Chaplain, said something
about us all being created in the image of God. This was nothing new for me but I heard it in a
profound new way as I looked around the circle of people gathered around the campfire that night. I
saw, perhaps for the first time, that the image of God wears sound protectors because he needs some
help filtering out some of the noise around him. I saw the image of God who may not do very well at
carrying a conversation but can repeat lines from every movie and television show he’s seen, complete
with voice inflection and facial expression. Of this particular image of God’s favorites, “Wheel. Of.
Fortuuuuune!” is at the top of the list. I saw images of God in the faces of those who had had their
hearts and minds broken open as they walked with children on the Autism Spectrum Disorder for a
week.

At Camp Awesum I learned that those who have what we call Autsim, are created in the image of God,
no less and perhaps even more clearly, than I.

More showing, less talking works really well—for all of us.

For reasons that I do not know (because I also learned how much about Autism I don’t know), many
people on the Autism Spectrum do better if you show them what to do instead of always telling them. If
the task is to paint a box, point to the paint and then the box. If the task is to eat with a fork, point to
the fork. If you have five more minutes, set a timer to show what five minutes looks like. If it’s time to
go from one place to the other, hold hands and point in the direction you need to go. Wouldn’t the
wortld be a better place if we all would take the time to hold each other’s hand and travel together?

Comfort zones are best when they are something you move out of.

We all have our comfort zones—that “place of existence” where we engage that with which we are
familiar and comfortable. Our comfort zones usually include the people we know, the activities that are

(Continued on next page)



familiar to us, and conversation that we can understand and engage. Yea..... Upon entering the first
volunteer day at Camp Awesum, all of those things were pretty much out of the picture for me. Without
going into detail, partly because of my own pride and immense lack of familiarity about why things are
done the way they are at Camp Awesum, let’s just say that “fish out of water” pretty much described
what was going on within me. But, all around me were people who knew (or at least seemed to know)
what they were doing. I was assured that everything would be “okay.” I don’t know how many times I
was told “You’re doing fine” on that first day. I started to wonder, can they see the “deer in the
headlights” expression that I'm feeling?

I did make it through that first day, and the next and the next. By the end of the week, I was no longer
shaking in my boots. My comfort zone had grown tremendously. There is still a whole lot that I don’t
know about working with people with Autism Spectrum Disorder. I do know that my world view now
includes a handful of families who live with these amazing images of God and are doing amazing things
to show them a way through life. I have been shown a new way as well.

Lynne
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Spiritual Life \

August Lectionary

HELP!!!
) August 2nd
We need talented people to sign up for summer 2 Samuel 11:26 - 12:13a
“Special Music”. The sign up list is posted in Psalm 51:1-12
e Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15
Music Cé6rdinator the music room hallway with all the dates that XI())S;:H 789320
are available. I would REALLY appreciate some help supplying Ephesians 4:1-16
uplifting music for the summer services. If you need help finding John 6:24-35
music, please feel free to call me. I have a lot of different books August 9th
. . 2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33
filled with solos, duets and more. My home phone number is Psalm 130
722-9010. Kent is happy to accompany anyone on the piano if 1 Kings 19:4-8
: P Psalm 34:1-8
needed. Please consider helping if you are able. Fphesians 4:25.5:2
Enjoy your summer and keep on singing]! &lb@ A . John 6:35, 41-51
) . A~ August 16th
Musical Blessings In Need of 1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14
Special Music gs & >
Sherti Tischk his Summer Psalm 111
erri Jischke Proverbs 9:1-6
Psalm 34:9-14
Mark your calendar Ephesians 5:15-20
John 6:51-58
Wednesday September 2nd Wednesday September 9th
Choir Picnic 1st choir rehearsal August 23rd

1 Kings 8:(1,6,10-11), 22-30, 41-43

1 /%/ 6:30 pm Psalm 84
e j/%m PRACTICE Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18

s i Psalm 34:15-22
Ephesians 6:10-20

John 6:56-69

August 30th
Song of Solomon 2:8-13

Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9

Church office summer hours I
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday I Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9

Psalm 15
James 1:17-27
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

8:30am - 12:00pm

Schedule of the

PANTRY SUNDAY----LETS MAKE A DIFFERENCE! y ..., ~ outdoor services:
/MLM August 9th
August/September FOOD PANTRY Gt

Item: Canned Tuna or chicken

Food pantry items are used by our church as a "give away item"

@ at our next Commumty Table. We will be collecting items in NEWSLETTER
hopes that there will be enough for each guest to get IDEADLINF

one item. Please place above items in the shoppmg 2§ = o
cart in the center hallway. They will be distributed at our . - Glad Tldlngs
September 22nd Community Table meal. Articles August 15th
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Habitat 201 House

| ¥ Habitat for Humanityl
101 until 201: A 201st Habitat House Update

As of July 15t there are 101 days until we begin building the 201st Habitat House in the Greater Fox Cities areal
It’s time to be thinking about rolling up our sleeves, putting on safety goggles and getting ready to go to work!

The sign up process will begin soon so we thought it would be helpful to share the dates and tasks so you can plan
accordingly. A lot of the work days are during the week. This would be a great way to spend a day or two of your
vacation! Don’t forget to check with your employer. Many companies provide a “service day off” (with pay) if you
are engaged in a local service project. If they don’t, perhaps you could encourage them to do so! Don’t worry, if
you see something you’d like to do but have never done it before, Habitat will be providing skilled crew members
to teach you everything you need to know for each day’s build.

A typical work day schedule is:
7:30 am — Volunteers arrive onsite & fill out paperwork at the site support (picnic) table
7:45 am — Morning meeting and devotions

9:30 am — Mid-morning coffee break
Noon — Lunch ~

3:30 — 4:00 pm — finish tasks and clean up HABITAT 201
House

Job descriptions for volunteers:

Crew members: volunteers provided by us. No special skills are required!

Site Support: non-construction volunteer onsite who serves as host/hostess of the worksite. Tasks include:
bringing ice & water needed for the workday, greeting and registering volunteers, all onsite paperwork,
preparing beverages, assisting with meal service (but NOT providing the meal), running errands,
organizing tools and materials onsite, keeping the site clean & safe, assisting with first-aid & emergencies
and other tasks as assigned.

Meal Provider: A person or group who prepares and serves lunch to the volunteer crew.

Here’s the volunteer schedule we need to fill:

Task to Be Completed Date Crew Lunch for
Beam & Sills Plates Tues., Oct. 6 3 10
Build Deck Tues., Oct. 13 4 12
Wall Layout Wed., Oct. 21 2 11
Build Walls Tues., Oct. 27 7 16
Build Walls Thurs., Oct. 29 7 16
Install Roof Trusses & Sheathing Tues., Nov. 3 6 16
Finish Sheathing & Install Windows Wed., Nov. 4 4 13
Doors & Siding Layout & Insulation Thurs., Nov. 12 7 22
Ceiling Rock Sat., Nov. 14 6 14
Siding — Day One & Wall Rock Tues., Nov. 17 12 28
Siding — Day T'wo Wed., Nov. 18 5 14
Siding — Day Three & Wall Rock Thurs., Nov. 19 10 28
Painting Sat., Dec. 5 8 15
Underlayment Tues., Dec. 8 3 11
Cabinets & Doors Thurs., Dec. 10 6* 14
Doors & Trim Sat., Dec. 12 5% 12
Trim & Finish Wed., Dec. 16 2 8
Install Appliances & Clean House (1/2 day) Sat., Dec. 19 4 0




Our Wider Church

CUCCNM to Host Ecumenical/Community Poverty Simulation
Sunday, September 20
11:30 am - 3:00 pm (approximate ending time)
(Facilitated by CAP Services)

As a community of faith, we are committed to serve the poor and do what we can to alleviate poverty in
our midst. But how well do we understand the realities of living in poverty?

Together with other churches and community members, you are invited to join in a Poverty Simulation
experience where you will have the opportunity to experience the virtual realities of poverty in a unique
way.

Facilitated by CAP Services (Community Action Program), the poverty simulation is designed to help
people better understand the realities of poverty. It will also help participants experience the complexities
and frustrations of living in poverty day to day. The hope is that, with a greater awareness of its impact,
we can more effectively address poverty issues in our community.

Participants will role-play the lives of low-income families. Some are recipients of assistance, some are
disabled, and others are senior citizens on Social Security. They have the stressful task of providing for
basic necessities and shelter on a limited budget during the course of four 15-minute “weeks.” They
interact with human service agencies, grocers, pawnbrokers, bill collectors, job interviewers, police
officers and others.

More than 13% of Wisconsin households are living at or below the federal poverty level, according to the
U. S. Census Bureau. An additional 4% of individuals have incomes just above the poverty level. These
total more than 978,000 people in Wisconsin struggling to meet their basic needs.

A light lunch will be served at 11:30 am and the simulation will begin at 12:15 pm.

Since there is a limited number of participants allowed for each simulation, we are asking that
people register. Please contact the church office at office@cuccnm.org or 725-4873 if you would
like to attend. When you register, please indicate if you will be attending as a family participant
(playing the role of a low-income family member) or a resource participant (playing the role of
agency staff member). Training for resource participants will take place during lunch on the day

of the event. If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Lynne at pastor@cuccnm.org ot
725-4873.

A follow-up Educational Course on Poverty is being developed. Watch for further details.

The event is being planned by: Pastor Lynne, Steve Ware, Marilyn Kostrzak, Katie Ellisen-Doe, CAP
Services and members of First United Methodist Church, Neenah-Menasha. Additional individuals may
become involved as further plans are made. Thanks also to Gay Dickson in organizing the meal.
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Ministry of Faith Development

Vacation Bible School!
August 9-13, 2015
5-8pm
Ages 3 through completed 5th grade

Surfi Thrcughlhe S‘:l"Pmes

It is time to sign up!
Please call (725-4873) or email cte
(office@cuccnm.org) the church office to sign up. mggewg

When you register please give us:

email and mailing address.

Name of child, age or grade completed, name of parent, phone #,

Beer and the Bible
What???
Due to everyone’s

busy summer schedule

we have decided to
take the summer off. Beer and
the Bible wil return on
September 8t at 6:59 pm at
Waverly Beach. In the
meantime please collect
articles or items of interest to
discuss when we resume.
Thanks for a great year and
some fantastic discussion.
Please consider joining us in

the fall.

Who is going to camp this month?

August 2nd
Chloe A. -Junior High Adventure

Lucas A. - Intermediate

Abigail |. - Junior High Adventure
Quinn S. - Intermediate

Gavin V.- Intermediate

Pastor Lynne- Grandparent and Me
Kayla G.- Grandparent and Me
Kelsey W.- Junior High Adventure

LOOK AT WHO'S
at CAMP
THIS MONTH

Our campers LOVE to get mail

Please consider emailing them at camper.pc@ucci.org

Please put the name of the camper in the subject line.
Due to security reasons we do not put full names of children on line
They will be listed in the bulletin.

OFFICE
OURS

Christian Education Director

Office Hours

C /(1%/#{((({((*!{

s ..

Confirmation Class

My official office hours will begin Starts

in the fall once Sunday School September 9th
begins. I will be available in the

office on Wednesday evenings from 6:30-7:45pm

3:30-6:30 and Sundays from
8:30-12:30. Kerri Ahlborg

Mark your calendars!

RaII¥

Sunday, September 13th
Rally Day

will be held on Sept 13th after
worship in Fellowship Hall. We will
be providing a light snack. There
will also be some arts and crafts
activities for the children.
Registration forms are the same as
for VBS and are available in the
back of sanctuary and also on the
VBS bulletin board. Please come
and join the fun and sign up for
Sunday School.

Sunday, September 20th
First Day of Sunday school
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Thank you Notes from Service Sunday

Dear Friends of Habitat 7 Habitat for Humanity
Your Faith in humanity is being paid forward again and again.

Martha Bera built with us several years ago but came to our office recently. Her family lost everything
in a fire but people believes in her and her family. She told us that she felt that God was always by her
side through the trials and that God spoke to her in everyone that worked with her. She came back to
us to say “‘thanks you” and tell us that she had been blessed. Her faith was strong and made stronger in

all the good she saw done.

God Bless you for your generous donation of $300.00 for three picnic tables. You help make our faith
strong and show us all the good that can be done in God’s love. We promise to pay it forward a
hundred fold.

Sincerely ,
John E. Weyenberg

Executive Director/President

I would like to thank the two ladies and their daughters that I met at the laundry mat on
Sunday. There were very kind and paid for my 2 loads of laundry.

It is truly a blessing to see such kindness. It was greatly appreciated!

I had 2 quarters left and passed it forward. Thank you again for your generosity!

God Bless, Sandy

Our Wider Church

TSt et

FVIS ANNUAL INTERFAITH GATHERING
Religion & Violence
Sunday Aug 9 2015
3-5:30pm
Fox Vally Islanic Society
103 Kappell Dr. Neenah

LEARN- INTERACT- EAT
FREE

RSVP appreciated 90-809-5333, 920-426-9833 or email fvis.interfaith@gamil.com

7




Ministry Council

Help Needed

The Ministry Council is looking for a secretary. This person would need to attend :
monthly Ministry Council meetings (usually held on the 4th Thursday of the month)

and Congregational meetings. The main responsibility is to take notes and distribute

them but the Secretary is also an elected officer of the church and a member of the

Ministry Council. If you are interested in this position please contact Linda Stoll

(stoll@new.rr.com ) or Bruce Janda (bjanda@mac.com.)

“You're supposed to be on vacation, Ed.”

Treasurer's Corner

June Year to Date
Giving Income $ 11,633 $ 98,779
Interest + Rents 276 1,776
Other Income 567 567
Total Income $ 12,476 $ 101,123
Expenses 22,794 106,083
Difference $ (10,318) $ (4,961

8

Church Information
1511 Nicolet Blvd.
Neenah Wi 54956

920-725-4873

Website: www.cuccnm.org

Church Office
office@cuccnm.org

Pastor Lynne Spencer-Smith
Pastor@cuccnm.otg

Christian Education Director
ce(@cuccnm.org

Communication Coordinator:
communications@cuccnm.otg

Time & Talent Coordinator
volunteers@cuccnm.otg

Wider Church Contacts:

WWW.ucc.org
(United Church of Christ)

WwWWw.neaucc.org
(Northeast Association )

WWW.WCUCC.0tg
Wisconsin Conference

www.uccfoxvalley.org
Fox Valley UCC

congregations
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Spiritual Life

The Devil in the White City by Erik Larson will be the
ok ' next book discussion. We will meet on August 31st at
RO 09” 6:00 pm at Neenah Perkins. All are welcome to join us!

“Needlers” :

Needlers will be taking the summer off. Please join us in:

the church lounge the 1st Wednesday and 3rd Friday of

= the month at 1:00pm. Starting in September. (Sept 2nd & =

¢~ 18th) This is for anyone working on a needlework pro-:

:ject (knitting, crocheting, etc.) or wanting to learn to knit. Some will 3
:be working on Prayer Shawls. Questions, contact Laurie Kleist.

Enroll now for
prestieol 11 Edge is still enrolling in the 3’s and 4’s classes, so
Al please spread the word. Like us on FB to follow the back
, to school activities. Please contact the school if you have

il any inquiries: 725-6139.

)

Bridge Anyone ??

Once again CUCCNM will have a bridge marathon. This
is a low level social get together. If you like to play cards,
~BEyou will enjoy bridge. Contact Jerry Pozolinski at
735-1694 for details.

Are you missing a coat?
p We have one coats that has been hanging around for a while.

|

|

I 4

: ~ Men’s (?) Black lined jacket Sized :M : Croft and Barrow brand
|

Itis located by the lost and found.

Matl your calendar

September 20th

Church Leadershlp i

Ministry Council

Moderator:
Linda Stoll

Vice Moderator:
Bruce Janda

Secretary:

Treasurer: Dave Zernicke

Ministry of Faith Development
Jenn Abing

Ministry of Service:
Kris Anderson

Ministry of Spiritual Life
Cindy Wolf

Ministry of Stewardship
Steve Stoll

Dan Balogh
Cheryl Humleker
Chuck Luebke
Communication Coordinatot:

At Large:

Church Historian:
Jeff Stewart

‘An  AED (automatic
electronic defibrillator) is
available in the east hall-
way across from the
church office. In the
case of an emergency, call 911

AED

Community 1st Fox Cities Marathon

Note: Start and Finnish Lines are the same but the routes are
completely different this year.

Go to the Website to see how it affects your route to church.

www.foxcitiesmarathons.org>race info>course>course maps

Are you on FACEBOOK ?
“Like” us on Facebook!

Help us get the most out of our internet
pusg
presence and “like” us on Facebook. Go to

our Facebook page https://

www.facebook.com

Congregational UCCNeenahMenasha
“like” us. Whenever anything is
posted on the page, it will show up in your
newsfeed. When something you like shows
up, share it onto your page. Then, all your
“friends” will see it as well.

and
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Time and Talent

Upon receiving the schedule, please review it to ensure you are available when scheduled. If you are
unavailable, please use the contact information to find a replacement for yourself. Please notify the Clo Shumann
at volunteer@cuccnm.org and church office@cuccnm.org with the schedule change. Thanks to all for your

continued support and service as volunteers! Clo Shumann, Volunteers Coordinator

Sunda
Datey 08/02/2015 | 08/09/2015| 08/16/2015 |08/23/2015| 08/30/2015
Host Don Kleist Marcy Fry Ann Pabst Dar Schuff Barb Peperkorn
Liturgist Tim Murphy Pam Zielinski Jeff Nichols Travis Zielinski | Marilyn Kostrzak
Greeter 1 Laurie Kleist Kerry Fox Bonnie Pozolinski Mary Liesch Pat Jaeger
Greeter 2 Sharon Oestreich | Abigail Jischke Jerry Pozolinski | Wendy Remmel | Dorothy Samu
Head Usher Cindy Wolf Jack Fry Steve Stoll Terry Flesburg | Dave Peperkorn
Usher 2 Alan Gear Nancy Winkler Dorothy Samu Leon Flesburg | Cheryl Humleker
Usher 3 Jenn Abing Connie Regazzi Pat Mahoney Sue Knuth Roy Rosenberger
. e g 1 Bonnie
Usher 4 Marty Abing Travis Zielinski Erv Wegner Pozolinski Ann Pabst
Depositor Roy Rosenberger | Pam Zielinski Steve Stoll David Reynolds Bruce Janda
Acolyte N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Nursery 1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Nursery 2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Communion .

Preparation Cindy Wolf N/A N/A N/A N/A
Projectionist | Kevin Katzman N/A Kevin Shumann | Jerry Pozolinski | Kevin Katzman
Fhxkxk*kSeptember & October Volunteer List will be made prior to September 15th | Fdddx
*Due to surgery, I will be making the volunteer list up earlier. Please let me know if you will be gone in
September or October or other times so that I can schedule around those times. It helps a lot to know
ahead of time and then people do not have to switch so often.

Clo— Time and Talent coordinator.
“WORSHIP IN THE WOODS” signs
YARD SIGN , .
If you live on a street with a steady flow of traffic or know someone who does,

L pick up a yard sign to help get the word out about our awesome outdoor worships. If you have a

sign please up it up the week of Aug 2nd.

Thanks for your help!

The Ministry of Service
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
8:30am-12:00pm | 8:30am-12:00pm | 8:30am-12:00pm
Church office Open Church office Open | Church office Open
9:30 am Discnd
X iscussion Group 11:30 am
WorShlp NO Bible Study Staff Meeting
9:00am
Garden Group
6:30 pm
Min of Service
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
8:30am-12:00pm | 8:30am-12:00pm | 8:30am-12:00pm 7-8:30 pm
9:30 am Churc?ggf‘;c;()pen Church office Open | Church office Open AA meeting
OutdO(.)r Discus.sion Group 11:30 am
WorShlp 9:00am S ff.\l .
ﬁ Garden Group ratt Meeting
11:00am
e — Bible Study
Vacatior] Bible School 5:(0-8:00pm
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
8:30am-12:00pm | 8:30am-12:00pm | 8:30am-12:00pm 7-8:30 pm
9:30 am Church office Open | Church office Open | Church office Open AA meeting
Wortship 7:00 am 11:30 am
Discussion Group Staff Meeting 7
9:00am -8:30 pm
Garden Group AA meeting
11:00am
Bible Study
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
8:30am-12:00pm | 8:30am-12:00pm | 8:30am-12:00pm 7-8:30 pm
9:30 am Church office Open | Church office Open Church office AA meeting
Worship 7:00 am 11:30 am
Discussion Group Staff Meeting
9:00am
Garden Group 7-8:30 -pm
11:00am AA meeting
Bible Study
30 31
6:00 pm
9:30 am Book club@
Worship Neenah Perkins
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Congregational United Church of Christ
of Neenah / Menasha

1511 Nicolet Blvd.

Neenah, Wi 54956

920-725-4873

www.cucchm.org

office@cuccnm.org

OUTSIDE

Summer Worship

9:30 am

WORSHIP August gth

“WORSHIP IN THE WOODS”

Summer Outdoor Worship

Time to sign up for
Vacation Bible School!

August 9-13, 2015
5-8pm
Ages 3 through completed
5th grade
(See more information inside)
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