Glad
Tidings

Congregational United Church of Christ Neenah / Menasha September 2011

I invite you to walk with me into a tender moment....

Ten years ago, like many of you, | watched the towers of the World Trade Center in New York burn and
fall, an image that has been burned into the memory of our nation forever. | called my children, both in
college at the time, to make sure they were safe. | wondered what was to come.

Eighteen months later, after weeks of praying for a peaceful solution, my heart was broken and my faith
took a beating when the United States invaded Iraq. | had signed a letter, along with thousands of
other UCC members and pastors, urging President George W. Bush not to take our country into
another war. Some think that | was opposed to the war because my daughter was in ROTC in college
and was expecting to be active in the Army upon her graduation. Some were against going into Iraq
because we were already fighting in Afghanistan. But it was more than that. My passion for non-
violence ultimately stems from how | have come to understand Jesus and strive to walk in the way of
his teachings. So, on March 20, 2003, when | learned that we had sent troops into Iraq, | was stunned.
How could this God of love and justice, this Prince of Peace, not have heard our pleas for a peaceful,
non-violent solution?

Recently, | heard Christopher Grundy sing a song about his reflections of two years after 9/11/01. He
sang about “that year” as the year that all things changed. It was a song of peaceful solutions and
reconciliation, not a song of war and violence. It was a song that was very much not what our
experience has been. It was a song that reflected the message of hope found in Isaiah and Jeremiah
except that instead of things hoped for, they were things that had become reality... wolves living with
lambs, swords into plowshares... those kinds of things. It was a song that reflected all for which | have
longed but not realized. | was sad and | wept. | wept for the tireless prayers that have gone forth since
9/11/01. | wept for the lives that were lost on that day as well as those that have been lost in battle
since. | wept for the children who will grow up without the fathers and mothers who have died in war.
| wept for the children who have died in war. | wept for all those who have been left with wounded
bodies and souls as a result of war. | wept for the divisions within our country that perpetuate a culture
of hostility.

How many times | have wanted to “give up” on all of the hoping and praying for peaceful solutions.
But Christopher’s song and the message of the gospel just won’t let me- for they reflect not just my
hopes but God’s dream for the world. And how can we give up on God’s dream?

Continued on next page



On Sunday, September 11, 2011, on the tenth anniversary of the event that forever changed our
country and the world, we will have a special service to commemorate those events and recommit to
living into God’s dream. We will have prayers for those who have died and whose lives have been
forever changed. We will have a time of confession for the times we have given up on God’s dream.
We will light candles and sing songs. And, we will share in the Lord’s Supper, a remembrance of the
new covenant of God’s love that is offered to all. This will all take place during our regular worship time
at 10:15 am. So come. Bring friends and neighbors. Come to remember and renew. Come for tender
moments. Come for strength to continue to live into God’s dream.
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Pastors the church office or pastor on calls | Robert Robertson, gospel singer and master teacher.
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form by clicking on “ Gospel Worksheet” under “Events”
on the homepage of the Wisconsin Conference website
(wcucc.org) www.wcucc.org
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Spiritual Life

Musical (';reetingg
Fall Kick-Off Picnic and Rehearsal:
‘/ What: Adult Choir Picnic and 1st re-

hearsal of the year.
When: Wednesday, August 31, 2011

=ElEEE
SESRTE at 5:00 pm

ot Where: Jischke’'s House 1178 Shady

Springs Court, Neenah 722-9010

**Please bring a dish to share, meat to put on the grill, and
any special beverages you wish to drink.

| will provide plates, silverware, cups, lemonade and
condiments.
Who: All are welcome who are involved or even inter-
ested in the music department.

Bring a friend or spouse to enjoy the evening of fellowship.

This is ALWAYS a great time to “catch up” and practice
music for the September 11th worship service.

First Children’s Choir Rehearsal :
Sunday, Sept. 18, 2011 at 8:30 am

RegularAdult Choir Begins:
Wed. Sept. 14", 2011 at 6:30 pm

'New
) e@®es Aa
(‘;} b ¥
Choir Members
Welcome!

Back to Regular

September Lectionary

September 4th
Exodus 12:1-14

Psalm 149
Ezekiel 33:7-11
Psalm 119:33-40
Romans 13:8-14
Matthew 18:15-20

September 11th
Exodus 14:19-31

Psalm 114 or
Exodus 15:1b-11b20-21
Genesis 50:15-21
Psalm 103:(1-7),8-13
Romans 14:1-12
Matthew 18:21-31

September 18th
Exodus 16:2-15

Psalm 1058:1-6, 37-45
Jonah 3:10-4:11
Psalm 154:1-8
Philippians 1:21-30
Matthew 20:1-16

September 25th
Exodus 17:1-7

Psalm 78:1-4, 7-9,12-20
Ezekiel 189:1-4,25-32
Psalm 25:1-9
Philipppians 2:1-13
Matthew 21:23-32

Worship
September 11th at
10:15 am
: [P)ewsierrer Glad Tidings 5
:  (/DEADLINE Deadline :

September 15th

Office Hours return to
Monday- Friday
8:30 am -12:00pm

On September 1st




| Spiritual Life |

Y ‘. Welcome to t2:1(130n2fg$?tion Class of Confirmation Mentor
- B ' Orientation

C l.. 4| 1 On September 7t eight 7t and 8t graders will Change of Date
ONITMALION begin the eight-month journey to affirm  their o
baptisms through the rite of confirmation. The class  1he date of the Confirmation
will participate in a variety of activities from classes at church to hMentor Orr]lentanon _
worshiping at Trinity UCC in Chicago to help prepare them to say as been changed to:
“yes” to their baptism and become full members of the church. We

are pleased that Andrew Sell from Immanuel UCC in Neenah will be Thursday, September 1

joining us this year. Members of the class from CUCCNM are: 7:00 pm
Maxwell Boehnlein, Emily Botten, Noah Jones, Carley Katzman, |
Lucy Pabst. Sarah Ugoretz and Bailey Underwood Please keep all Church Lounge

these young people in your thoughts and prayers as they begin their
confirmation journey!

Fox Cities Marathon and Church

K2 " On Sunday, September 18, the Annual Fox Cities Marathon will be taking place.
: This means that over 5,000 athletes will be either walking or running across both the
: ,,_.%,, Racine Street bridge in Menasha and the Oak Street bridge in Neenah — which
—zz means your journey to church that morning will most likely be affected. Please allow
a little extra time to get to church that morning and be cautious of the participants.

Ministry of Service |

Mission Trip Interest?

Do you have an interest in, experience of, or passion for mission trips? Our church
has taken mission trips to Rock Island, Pine Ridge Reservation and Honduras in
recent years. Members have given time and talents, accomplished miracles, made
friends, and experienced personal and spiritual growth. Those not able to travel
have supported and prayed for those who have gone.

The Ministry of Service supports mission trips / service journeys. Would you like to discuss fu-
ture journeys? In addition to past destinations, we may consider options from the UCC list of
mission trips — or a servant journey you’ve been dreaming of. Your input will be valuable.
Please reserve September 8 at 6:30 p.m. to consider our exciting possibilities.

MISSION

Ministry of Faith Development and Christian Ed Director Kristen Underwood are now making
plans for youth-oriented mission trips, so this gathering of folks to consider future trips will focus
on opportunities for adults. We'll coordinate with the Ministry of Faith Development on future
trips which might be appropriate for adults and kids.

Pantry Pantry Sunday Sept 4th

\ (@¢.Sunday ADVOCAP Needs: When you are looking at what you could bring for the Pantry Sunday

= there are many needs other than non-perishables. They are in need of personal items such

a toothbrush/ paste, deodorant, disposable diapers, feminine products, paper products or any other basic
personal needs.




Faith Development

Sunday School
Registration

Join your 2011-
12 Sunday

' school team on
For Sunday School September 11
following worship to register
for the new Sunday school
year. Get a chance to meet
your teacher, see your class-
room, and enjoy some re-
freshments.  Classes will
begin on September 18th at
9:00 in Fellowship Hall.

Ebles. A Bible workshop for all

_mat|on in your bulletins and
= email.

“Junior Youth Group

Bible Sunday!
E seventh graders! You
BIB won't want to miss this
SiR important day. During

worshlp on September 18th you
= will be receiving your new Bi-

Calling all third and **uniorHigh\y If you are in

Youth Group third grade
through
sixth grade you won't want
to miss Junior Youth Group
on Wednesday evenings
from 6:30 - 7:45. Youth will
do crafts, service projects,
and learn about Jesus as
He relates to today. Our
first meeting is scheduled
for Wednesday, Septem-
ber 28th in the lounge.

« third graders and their parents
WI|| be held in the very near fu-
: ture. Please look for more infor-

UNICEF Halloween
Party

Planning is underway for
the 2011 UNICEF
Halloween Party. If you
would like to be a part of
the planning please see
Kristin or email her at
ce@cuccnm.org.
SET THE DATE ASIDE!
Wednesday,
October 26th,
Dinner from 5:30 - 6:30,
party from 6:30 - 8:00. A
costume parade will occur
during dinner. Games and

fun are scheduled
from 6:30 - 7:30 followed
by pumpkin

decorating from 7:30 to
8:00. This is a family event
so plan now to have a
spooktacular time!

Senior Youth Group

If you are in seventh grade through a Senior in
t high school you are invited to an introductory
Ou 1 meeting on Thursday, September 29 at 6:30 in
roup Room 1. Please bring a snack to share. We will be
discussing fundraising for National Youth Event

2012 and future plans for Mission Trip 2013. This

year you can expect to discover new places, meet new friends,
and explore where you are at on your Faith journey timeline.
Friends are invited, creativity and a positive attitude are a must.

Sunday Adult Forum
Begins September 18
9:00 — 10:00 am
General Synod —
What’s it Got to do With Us?

Sunday Adult Forum will begin on September 18™ along with the
rest of Sunday School classes. For the first several weeks of the
year, we will be discussing some of the resolutions that were
addressed at this year's UCC General Synod. The first forum
(9/18) will be a review of (or introduction to) General Synod. We
will also have a look at the list of resolutions that were presented
and voted on and decide which ones we want to discuss in
upcoming weeks. There were 15 in all so we won’t be able to
cover them all. Copies of the resolutions will be available at the
first session or you can view them on line at http://www.ucc.org/
synod/resolutions/

Adult Education

All adults are invited to attend. Bring your coffee and join the fun
and conversation in the north end of Fellowship Hall.




| Ministry of Stewardship |

Ephesians 3: 14-20

For this reason | bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth
takes its name. tl pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be
strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts
through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. fl pray that you may have the power to
comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the
love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.

The passage is called Paul's second prayer to the Ephesians. The Ministry of Stewardship has selected
this prayer as the inspiration for our stewardship campaign this fall. We are seeking stories, comments,
speeches, or thoughts on how your faith is an integral part in your life. How do you describe the breadth,
length, height and depth of God’s love? Are you willing to share a personal journey with the
congregation either through a short talk in church or writing a piece for Glad Tidings or the weekly
bulletin? We hope this sharing of our faith will strengthen our congregation and allow us to rejoice in
the church.

The stewardship campaign will start Sunday October 2 and run for the entire month. If you have any
questions please contact a member of the Ministry of Stewardship or Pastor Lynne. Your contributions
may be submitted to our church secretary Melanie Nault.

Thank you!

Ann Pabst, Dave Peperkorn, Roy Rosenberger, Paula Botten, Erv Wegner, Pastor Lynne

| Ministry of Service |

WELCOMING ALL ?

In June a group of about ten church members gathered to discussed ways to extend hospitality and
welcome to all. Ideas included gift bags for first time visiting guests, visiting a few days later with a small
follow-up qift, as well as sending a note of appreciation and inviting the visitor to a church event and
worship.

Ushers, greeters, and hosts are reminded that there are guidelines for each that are in a binder on the
Welcome Table in the back of the worship center.

We are all called to welcome the stranger as well as our church friends. Introduce visiting guests to
others as you would in your home!

Contact the church office (725-4873 or office@cuccnm.org) or Laurie Kleist (725-9427 or
laurakleist@gmail.com) to offer your service to this important ministry effort.



Ministry Highlights

Highlights of the July 28 2011 Ministry Council Meeting
Ministry Coordinators reported on their various responsibilities and upcoming events.

Financially speaking, at the end of June the Operating Fund was over ($20,000) in the
red.

A Ruah request was received and approved. Please see the details elsewhere in this Glad Tid-
ings.
There were many suggestions and questions received through the Church Chats regarding our

reorganization. Marilyn Kostrzak as Moderator, Pastor Lynne and all the Coordinators will get to-
gether to look at the feedback.

John Weyenberg from Habitat will be joining us for our September Ministry Council meeting which
has been changed to September 29.

Yours in Christ, Kathy Mahoney, Ministry Council Secretary
2013 RUAH FUND UPDATE

Highlights

An application was received from Kristin Underwood in the amount of $3000.00. The requested amount
is to be used to offset the cost of the High School Mission Trip to Moon Beach where 8 youth and 5
adult chaperones will be playing with children with autism to provide their families some respite. They
will also be working to update and maintain several of the cabins. This application was approved by the

Ministry Council and Ministry of Service. There continue to be Ruah funds available. The Ruah

Application forms and box are in the Narthex just waiting for your ideas for ministries of outreach and
mission! Or you can give them to members of the Ministry Council, Ministry of Service, or Ministry of

Stewardship.
God Bless, Kathy Mahoney, Ministry Council Secretary

Ministry of Stewardship I Church information:

1511 Nicolet Blvd.
Neenah WI 54956
920-725-4873

Mark Your Calendar for Fall Clean UP
October 22nd

Website: www.cuccnm.org
Watch for more information Church office

Treasurer’s Report office@cuccnm.org
July Year to Date Pastor Lynne Spencer-Smith
pastor@cuccnm.org
Giving Income $27.742 $130,622 Christian Education Director
Interest + Rents 405 7.170 ce@cuccnm.org
. . Communication Coordinator:
Vi Smith Income 1'008 £.058 communications@cuccnm.org
Total Income $29,155 $144,851 . i
Time & Talent Coordinator:
Expenses 25.902 162.307 volunteers@cuccnm.org
Difference $3,253 $(17,457)




Communications Corner

WEBMASTER NEEDED
Computer Savvy?

AT

Interested in website development?
Think you might be a good webmaster?
Have a friend who might be able to help us?
All copy input is supplied by communications team; webmaster's help
is required in implementation and site management.

= Please contact us at communications@cuccnm.org if you have
questions or would like more information.
John and Barbara Meier

Special Learning Opportunities

September 11th Ten Years Later:
Our Commitment to Peace and Justice

Dr. Sam Richards and Dr. Laurie Mulvey,
Co-Directors, World in Conversation Project
at Penn State University.

Saturday, September 10, 2011
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
at the Islamic Society of Milwaukee,
815 West Layton Ave., Milwaukee.

How far have we come in our relationships
since September 11th? And what are the
challenges ahead of us? Join us for a one-
day conversation as we reflect on the last
decade and address the work that is ahead of
us in Wisconsin to express our common com-
mitment to peace and justice..

Sponsored by: Islamic Society of Milwaukee,
Wisconsin Council of Churches and South-
east Milwaukee Interfaith Covenant.

Lunch will be provided (suggested donation is
$10).

Registration: This event is free and open to
the public. Advance registration is requested.
Information available at http://
www.wichurches.org/calendar/september-
11th-ten-years-later-our-commitment-to-
peace-and-justice/

A One-Day Seminar For Those
Who Are Grieving
“Exploring Eight Critical Questions When
Someone Dies... and the Answers that
Will Help You Heal”
Tuesday, October 4
6:00 — 9:00 pm
(Check-in 6:00 — 6:30 pm — Program 6:00 — 9:00
pm)
Liberty Hall
800 Eisenhower Drive
Kimberly, WI

Dr. Alan Wolfelt, Presenter
Author — Educator — Grief Counselor

Areas to be discussed include:

Grieving vs. mourning

Befriending feelings that follow loss
Understanding the six needs of mourning
Embracing the uniqueness of your
grief experience

Embracing transformation from loss
Seeking reconciliation, not resolu-
tion

Nurturing yourself

et Reaching out for help
Grief Coping with the holidays

Seminar

This is a free program but for planning purposes,
please register by calling (920) 831-9905 or visit-
ing www.wichmannfargo.com

Offered by Wichmann-Fargo Funeral Home
ThedaCare at Home Hospice

Affinity Visiting Nurses Hospsice

Heartland Hospice



| Time and Talent

Upon receiving the schedule, please review it to ensure you are available when scheduled. If you are
unavailable, please use the contact information to find a replacement for yourself. Please notify the
church office at office@cuccnm.org and Clo Shuman at volunteer@cuccnm.org with the schedule

change

Sunday Date 9/4/11 09/11/2011 09/18/2011 09/25/2011
Host Betty Curtis Dar Schuff Betty Curtis Pat Day
Liturgist Dave Peperkorn Tyler Balcomb Amy Gary Bezella

Bertschausen
Greeter 1 Terri Flesburg Gary Bezella Gay Dickson Shirl Alix
Greeter 2 Kris Anderson Pat Bezella Wayne Dickson Maribeth Diem
Head Usher Don Kleist Steve Stoll Dean Curtis Shirl Alix
Usher 2 Laurie Kleist Pat Day Jenn Abing Marty Abing
Usher 3 Dolores Gear Delores Gear Barb Peperkorn Ann Pabst
Usher 4 Alan Gear Alan Gear Bonnie Pozolinski Kerry Fox
Depositor Ann Pabst Dave Peperkorn Roy Rosenberger Ann Pabst
Acolyte N/A Abigail Jischke Chloe Abing Kelsey Wadleigh
Nursery 1 N/A Alanna Smith Brett Underwood | Audrey Mosebach
Nursery 2 N/A Tiffany Mauritz Audra Libertoski Barb Peperkorn
Communion N/A Cindy Wolf N/A N/A
Preparation
Projectionist Jerry Pozolinski Kevin Shumann Kevin Katzman Jerry Pozolinski

Y O Habi Habitat for Humanity September Special Offering
\""‘ foraliu"!!ﬂzg Each year, our congregation takes a special offering for our local Habitat for Humanity.

We are proud to have been founding members for this local Christian Homeownership
Program, and have supported its work in many ways.

This spring, our Youth built two sheds which were provided for two of the 14 homes scheduled for
construction this year. Church members have also provided lunch to Habitat worksites, and help in a variety
of other ways. If you ever shopped at, or donated to, the ReStore, you have helped Habitat for its profits
build more Habitat homes

This year we are taking one of Habitat's key phrases - SIMPLE DECENT - for our motto. A Habitat Home
is described as SIMPLE and DECENT - no frills, just the basic necessities.
We don’t have a lot of time to create a clever fundraising appeal, nor do we have time for speeches, skits,
songs or displays.

We are asking each family to think about how much a home of your own means to you. Perhaps you are
still saving for that, or perhaps you remember what it felt like to move into your first home. Then imagine that
you are one of the 14 families who are moving into a new home through Habitat’s program this year. They
couldn‘t have done that without the help of people like you.

Will you please make a SIMPLE DECENT donation to help the next 14 families?

Please use the special envelopes in the pews and check HFH.
(/f you write a check , please make it out to CUCC and write in the memo HFH. Thank you)




Fellowship
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Book club will be discussing Still Alice by Lisa 2011
Genova. We will meet on Sunday, October 2nd at Ministry Council

i 6:30 in the church lounge. Any questions please
contact Mary Janness.
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Moderator:
Marilyn Kostrzak

Vice Moderator:
Wayne Dickson

Secretary: Kathy Mahoney
Treasurer: Dave Zernicke

Bridge Anyone ??

Once again UCCNM will have a bridge
marathon. This is a low level social
= get- together. If you like to play cards you will
enjoy bridge. Contact Bonnie Pozolinski at
735-1694 for details.

Ministry of Spiritual Life:
Mary Janness

Ministry of Faith Development:
Alanna Smith & Denise Stewart

Prayer Shawl Minist
Sbﬂw y ry Ministry of Service:
MlmStT}j The Prayer Shawl! Ministry group will meet Laurie Kleist
@ : at 1:00 on Wednesday, September 21stin Ministry of Stewardship:
the lounge. All are welcome to join us! Ann Pabst

At Large : Kris Anderson,
Kerry Fox and Jim Heiser

Communication Coordinator:
Barbara & John Meier

Church Historian: Dar Schuff

Time and Talent Coordinators:
Clo Shumann

Please contact Barbara Meier at
communications@cuccnm.org if  you
would be interested in starting an evening prayer shawl group
this fall.
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Welcome Everyone! Wc’lcon o
Remember that greeting guests is everyone’s responsibility, not just the ushers, ,
greeters, or host. Practice hospitality automatically!

Understanding Guests and Visitors
They want to be welcomed, a first visit can be stressful. Provide a smile, good
handshake and a friendly greeting.

Help Everyone Connect

Regular attendees also need to feel welcomed. Say,” We are glad to have you here today’..
Invite guests and members to wear nametags, stay for beverages,, provide introductions to pastor
and members, offer a tour of the facility, and invite them to upcoming events.

Say Goodbye with Warmth

Invite visitors, guests, and members to return. Say, "I hope to see you next Sunday” or “Thanks for
worshipping with us today”.

Take Advantage of the Friendship Pad

Introduce yourself to those sitting around you during worship. Long time member or first time visi-
tor, either way introduce yourself to those you do not know.

Share
Let the pastor and church office know if there’ s a conversation that needs to be shared.
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3
9:30 am
Staff Meeting
12:00 pm
Clergy Study
7:00 pm
Confirmation
Mentor Meeting
Alan Vacation
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Pantry Sunday Church Office 7:00 am 5:00pm
Closed Discussion Group Choir Picnic&
9:30 am 11:00 am Rehearsal at
Worship Bible Study Jischke’s
6:30-7:45 pm
Confirmation
Labor Day
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Rally Day 11:30 am 7:00 am 6:30 pm 6:30 pm
Staff Meeting Discussion Group Adult Choir Finance
10:15 am 11:00 am 6:30-7:45 pm Committee
Worship: Bible Study Confirmation
Communion
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
1st Day of 11:30 am 7:00 am 1:00 pm
Sunday School Staff Meeting Discussion Group Prayer Shawl
11:00 am Ministry
9:00 am Bible Study 6:30 pm
Christian Adult Choir
Education 6:30-7:45 pm
10:15 am Confirmation
Worship:
Bible Sunday
Habitat for
Humanity Offering
25 26 27 28 29 30
9:00 am 11:30 am 7:00 am 6:30 pm 6:30 pm
Christian Staff Meeting Discussion Group Adult Choir 1st High School
Education 11:00 am 6:30 pm Youth Group
10:15 am Bible Study Youth Group Meeting 7th-12th
Worship Starts for grades

Grades 3-6




Congregational
United Church of Christ of
Neenah Menasha
1511 Nicolet Blvd.
Neenah, Wi 54956
920-725-4873
www.cucchm.org
office@cuccnm.org

RALLY /DAY

Rally Day
September 11th
Sign up for Sunday School
September 18th
First day of Sunday School




