Glad
Tidings
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We inherited the landscape around our house when we bought it — a landscape that was beautifully
designed and tended lovingly by the people who owned our home before we did. But as we’ve lived in
it for a couple of years now, we’ve come to realize that the landscape is changing. A few shrubs have
not survived the harsh winters. Some have needed some extensive pruning and trimming. Parts of the
yard have needed quite a bit of tender loving care and others do better just left alone. We've
discovered where there are flowers that come back and bloom every year and where we need to plant
a few each spring. And, we'’ve started to add our own touches to the yard to make it our own.

One of the major changes that has happened was that a flowering crab apple tree had to be taken out
last year. After a beautiful period of blossom, we noticed the leaves never really grew to full size. When
we pulled away the shrubs that concealed the base of the tree, we could see that the bark had been
chewed away from around the base. The tree was essentially starving and would eventually die. We
had it removed and the stump ground up for mulch.

But in removing the tree, we noticed that the walkway in front of the house was much easier to navigate
and we didn’t have to worry about the branches scraping our car as we pulled out of the garage. And,
there was a nice garden area in the front of our home where | could plant one of my favorites: roses.

Dealing with inherited landscapes always brings its own challenges as well as offering its many joys.
There are issues of taste and usage and even a bit of mystery as the seasons unfold and the landscape
reveals its secrets and surprises. There is constant change and the need to keep up with things as
they grow and mature and eventually come to the end of their life-cycle or use. There are the joys that
come in seeing the changing colors and textures, seeing the result of hard work and the beauty of the
wonder of creation that surrounds us as we go about our daily routines.

| suppose you could liken the ministry of the church with a landscape that we have inherited and the
joys and challenges that come in engaging that landscape. We have inherited traditions that have been
evolving for as long as there has been a church. There’s the history of our own congregation both
recent and of days gone by. There’s the landscape that new members bring with them as they share
their experiences and practices from other communities of faith. There’s the joy of experiencing the
beautiful surprises that open up in faithful ministries of love and service. There’s the challenge of
working hard to give some tender loving care to overlooked areas of ministry and the difficult task of
removing ministries that are no longer viable. It is the Garden into which God has put us to tend and
love and serve faithfully with the varied gifts that we carry with us as followers of Christ. It is sometimes
hard work. It is work that takes patience and persistence. It is always work that is blessed with the
presence of God who works alongside us through the power of the Holy Spirit.



| am so grateful that we have been called to work in partnership to tend to the ministry of God’s
garden. May we do so through all of its seasons with great joy and faithfulness.

Many blessings to you all and see you in church!

Lynne
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06/03 Adam Burkett
John Steinmetz
06/04 Marilyn Corning
Steve Stoll
Sue Toeppler
06/05 Ruth Gibson
06/09 Adam McAffee
Crystal Hibbs-Magruder
06/11 Kayla Jischke
06/12 Stephani Katzman
06/13 Max Kofntka
06/14 Lois Prosser
06/15 Wes Urch
Jeff Harding
06/17 Jerry Pozolinski
06/18 Carol Nickels
Joe Meyer
06/21 Tiffany Mauritz
06/22 Gary Zurbuchan
Joe McCaughey
Alanna Smith
Wyatt Brown
06/23 Marilyn Kostrzak
06/26 George Fucik
06/28 Jessica Rogoff
06/30 Ben Main
Julie Fahrenkrug
Pete Suechting
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Roger and Nancy Spindler
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Joel and Susan Toeppler
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Steve and Dorothy Samu
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Russ and Sharon Oestriech
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Betty and Dean Curts

"#$% ,.)*

Pat and Kathy Mahoney
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Bev and Joe McCaugheO
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Denise and Jeff Burkett
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Marty and Jenn Abing
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Bob and Melanie Nault

We would like to wish all a Happy

Birthday or

anniversary.

If your

birthday or anniversary was omitted or
you would rather not have it published,

please
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contact the church office.

Longtime member
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of Bernie and

OC(A;,“HQE%)S mother to Paul

go out to... passed away on

April  28th  Her

funeral was held in the church

sanctuary on May 1st. Our

thoughts and prayers go out to
Bernie and Paul

Please keep the
+_ following members
# and friends in your
& prayers:  Bernice

® Krug, Audrey Bliss,
Steve Furstenberg, ElaineHemb,
Shirley Breening, Flossie
Schinke, Bernie Stieg, Adeline
Miller, Bonnie Pozolinski , Sara
Prasher Ebben, George Fucik
and Clo Shumann’s mother

%8*"9:*002#,<9=4)2<#>
1511 Nicolet Blvd.
Neenah WI 54956

920-725-4873

Website: www.cuccnm.org

Church office:
office@ cuccnm.org

Pastor Lynne Spencer-Smith
pastor@cuccnm.org

Christian Education Director:
ce@cuccmn.org
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* | am in need of Special Music for all the summer Sundays. If
anyone is interested in sharing their talents with the church , please
see me to sign up for a special Sunday of your choosing. Thank
you for all your help. ALL talents needed!

**Praise God, from Whom ALL Blessings Flow**
* | hope everyone has a wonderful summer and lots of good times

spent enjoying the outdoors and time with family.

God'’s Blessings,
Sherri Jischke
Music Coordinator

Summer Summer Worship
Smdmllnp at 9:30 am.
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The Committee (Carla Rabe, Cindy Wolfe, and Dave Peperkorn)
have completed the Pastor Assessment. Thank you to everyone
who submitted their comments and /or attended a Listening
Session. Thanks to Ann Pabst, Steve Stoll, Marilyn Kostrzak and
Dave Peperkorn for facilitating those sessions. The Assessment
will be given to the Trustees and any further communications will be
determined by that Board.
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Isaiah 6:1-8
Psalm 29
Romans 8:12-17
John 3:1-17

June 14, 2009
| Samuel 15:34-16:13%<9
Ezekiel 17:22-24
Psalm 20 <9
Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15
Il Cor 5:6-10; 14-17 or
Il Cor 5:6-17
Mark 4:26-34
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I Sam 17:(1a, 4-11,19-23),32-49
<9
Job 38:1-11
Psalm 9:9-20
(opt. with | Sam 17:57-18:5, 10-
16) <9
Ps.107:1-3, 23-32
[l Corinthians 6:1-13
Mark 4:35-41
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Il Samuel 1:1, 17-27 <9
Wis. of Sol. 1:13-15, 2:23-24
Psalm 130 <9
Psalm 30
Kopt. with Lamentations 3:23-33)
[l Corinthians 8:7-15

Mark 5:21-43
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Worship

Reorganization Update

We’ve gathered, listened, read, listened some more, read some more, listened to other churches...
isn’t it about time we start putting some structure to the reorganization of the church? YES!

And that is exactly what your Re-organization Ad Hoc committee will be doing over the summer
months. We will be taking the variety of information that has been gleaned over the last several
months and begin to develop an organizational structure that will reflect our church’s mission
drawing from input from members of the congregation and wisdom of the experts. By the end of the
summer, we will be presenting a draft to the Church Council and Boards for their feedback and then
to the members of the congregation. We fully expect to do some revising as we go along so we’ll be
seeking input and feedback from everyone.

Recognizing the reality of decreased worship attendance during the summer months, we have
decided to not hold church chats during the months of June, July and August. However, we will be
having regular updates in the summer editions of Glad Tidings and to the Church Council. We ask
that you be in touch with any of the committee members if you have thoughts, questions or concerns.

We have developed a revised timeline that will take us through the summer:

May 28" Report to Council Meeting

Identify key points that have been picked up from listening sessions and all-church summit

June 17 7:15 pm — Committee Meeting

June 20 - Glad Tidings Article

June 25 - Report to Council Meeting

July 15 7:15 pm — Committee Meeting

July 20 - Glad Tidings Article

July 22 7:15 pm — Committee Meeting

August 3 6:30 pm — Committee Meeting

August 20 - Glad Tidings Article

August 26 7:15 pm — Committee meeting to establish draft

August 27 — Present draft structure to Council

September 1 — distribute draft to all board members. Communicate with board chairs to give
committee representative a place on their agenda.

Sept. 8 — present to CE

September 17 — present to Membership and Evangelism; Mission and Stewardship
September 20 Church chat

September 16 — committee meets and revises draft with input from Church Chat & Council
Sept. 17 present to Trustees

Sept. 20 — present to Diaconate

Sept. 20t Glad Tidings Article

September 24 — present to Church Council

Your Reorganization Ad-Hoc Committee:
Kris Anderson, Laurie Kleist, Dave Peperkorn, Lynne Spencer-Smith and Steve Stoll



Board Highlights
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Kris Anderson attended and gave an update of the
Reorganization Committee’s work. They have a
summary of many ideas obtained from
congregation members during the Listening
Sessions.

The Pastoral Assessment is in the hands of the
Trustees. Pastor Lynne will be doing
congregational assessment using a similar format
as it relates to the congregation.

An application for Ruah 2013 funds use has been
received from Mission and Stewardship for funds
to be used for the combined Habitat Build this fall.
The Council has approved it and will pass it along
to the Trustees.

Pastor Lynne, Donna Holewinski, and Denise
Burkett will be attending the Annual Meeting on
April 25. The Wisconsin Conference is in Green
Lake June 12-14. Pastor Lynne will be attending
with Kristin Underwood and Mary Janness .
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April  Year to Date
Giving Income $16,251 $99,282
Interest + Rents 950 $ 4,000
Vi Smith Income +_$2778 $11.112
Total Income $19,979 $114,394
Expenses - $.17.975 89.373
Difference $2,004 $25,021

2013 RUAH FUND UPDATE —

OUR FIRST APPROVED
APPLICATION!

As you know, the Ruah 2013 Fund was
established by an anonymous donor, and it is
the donor’s wish that the funds be used within a
5-year period, thus the 2013 in the name. The
purpose of the fund is for ministries of outreach
and mission, and the applications are to be
presented to members of the Council, Mission
and Stewardship, Board of Trustees, or put in
the box located in theNarthex. The Council and
Mission Board are to review the applications and
reach consensus. We have begun receiving
applications and the Council is pleased to
announce it has approved our first application,
which we believe is very fitting for our church at
this time.

The approved application was presented by the
Mission and Stewardship board and is for
$5000.00. The use of the funds is for part of our
share of participation in the Habitat for Humanity
Community Build project with other UCC
churches that is scheduled to take place later
this year. This is fitting because our church has
continuously supported the Habitat organization,
and we feel the gift will continue to build and
strengthen our relationship with Habitat as well
as our relationship with other UCC churches in
the area. Additional funds will be provided from
other sources and fundraising events to meet
our $8000.00 commitment to the build. Please
direct any questions to members of the Council
or Mission and Stewardship or Pastor Lynne.

Several more applications have been received
and the Council will begin the review process for
those at our May meeting.

God Bless,
Kathy Mahoney

Council Secretary



Christian Education & Youth

Mark your calendars for Vacation Bible School August 4, 5, and 6 from
5:00-8:00 p.m. This year’s theme is BEACH PARTY Surfin’ Through
the Scriptures! Everyone will learn to surf on the turf while surfin’
through God’s word, and coming to know Jesus. Each student will
develop new Beach Be-Attitudes: Be Obedient, Be Kind, Be Forgiving,
Be Bold, and Believe!

Get ready to feel the surf and catch the wave
of God’s love!

Helpers are still needed! Contact Kristin if
interested! Cowabunga DUDE!
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Witness has been one of the most trusted names in Sunday school
curriculum, setting the standard of quality for Sunday school
throughout the country. With its fresh, easy-to-use format, Witness
shows both leaders and learners how to "Learn from the Bible to
Live the Good News."

Witness Sunday school curriculum teaches kids to "Learn from the
Bible to Live the Good News." Witness Goals: Know, Grow, Show
Every Witness session is easy to use and has three goals - know,
grow, and show - that carry out the theme and broaden both
teachers' and learners' understanding of the story. These goals
help everyone remember what it means to be a witness in the world.
A witness is someone who UO?C5 the Word, QP?C5 in Faith,
and 5@?C5 Service so, come join the children of the church and
help them along in their faith journey!

Positions available include:

First and second grade, and third and fourth grade.
Contact Kristin at 725-4873 or

ce@cuccnm.orq if interested!
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Church Camp

We are well on
our way to reaching our goal
of raising $2000.00 for the
CUCC camp scholarship
fund. Through the combined
efforts of Camp Sunday,
Easter lily and breakfast
sales, and your generous
donations we have raised
$1100.00" Contributions can
be made by simply marking
an offering envelope with the
words Camp scholarship and
placing it in the offering plate.
Your gift and work effort will
offer an opportunity to impact
the support of our students.
Check with Don Kieist if you
have any questions. Please
have your contributions in by
June 7t,
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Sflnénth We have 1 family and 7 campers signed up for Church
\f;@g camp this summer. | know there are more campers out
there! Be sure to get a copy of your registration form to

Kristin in order to be eligible for the minimum 25% camp
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SUMMER HOURS

CE Director

Summer office Hours

Monday- Thursday
8:00am to 2:00
Friday
8:00- 12:00

| f you need to reach me

scholarship. Camps are starting to fill up so don’t delay! Camp
catalogs are available in the center hallway or online at www.ucci.org.
Registration can be done by mail, phone, or fax. Register today!

by email please make
sure you have the correct
address: ce@cuccnm.org




Christian Education & Youth

The Christian Education Board has evaluated
y the weekly Intergenerational Wednesday Night
/ meals. We hope to continue this important

ministry in the fall, but we need additional help..

' the areas of need include: cooking, serving and

) cleanup.

) Please consider this important opportunity. If

/ you can volunteer in any of these areas please
call Kristin at church (725-4873) or email her at
ce@cuccnm.org

%

Please let the church office know if you have been omitted
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Hattie Bertschausen- Appleton East
Dan Burkett- Neenah

Zak Fahrenkrug- Menasha
Christopher Meyer- Neenah

Joe Meyer- Neenah

Ethan Siewart- Neenah

Zach Suechting-Neenah

Danielle Wheeler -Neenah
Stephanie Wheeler- Neenah

from the graduate list.

BRAT FRY!

Mark your calendar for our next brat frys.
More information for sign- up to follow.

July 11th and July 25th 10:00am to 4:00
Neenah Pick 'n Save, East of Hwy 41 on Hwy
114 (Winneconne)
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Don Kleist, Bev McCaughey,
Barb Peperkorn, Pat Bezella,
Sharon Swatscheno,

Chelsea Pozolinski, Alanna
Smith, Jennifer Abing
B2AA2<#% V% 5)$WA49'A32F
Dave Day, Kent Mosebach,
Marcy Fry, Pat Mahoney, Liz
MacKelvie, Josh Groom
L24:<#4)$ > Carla Rabe,

Ruth Kobinsky, Cindy Wolf,
Terri Flesburg, Vic Metzig,

Clo Schumann, Roger & Nancy
Spindler
BS=XF$9A*2F%V%I|34#6SR24=
Steve Stoll, Jim Heiser,

Betty Curtis, Dar Schuff ,

Pat Day
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Paula Botten, Linda Stoll, Laurie
Kleist, Bob Nault, Ginny
Stutzman, Jack Fry

N9"A)$$A Roy Rosenberger,
Dan Jischke, Wayne Gibson,
Ann Pabst, Dave Peperkorn ,
Dan Balogh

8<"#:2R> Bonnie Pozolinski,
Donna Holewinski, Tim Murphy,
Amy Bertschausen, Gary Bezella,
Marilyn Kostrzak

G40% G2:3% 4#'% G$4'$9A*2F
Mary Janness, Diana Zeller,
Sirena Jording, Tim Kellnhauser,
Kevin Shumann Becky Brown

B<'$94)<9 : Denise Burkett
12:3%B<'$94)<9>L ee Schuff
53$:9$)490: Kathy Mahoney
N93$4A"93$S Dave Zernicke

Names in [Italics are board

chairs.



| Membership & Fellowship

Meet our confirmation class of 2009
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Jacob is a true Music Man! When he
became too old for Youth Group,
Jacob opted to join his parents and
sing in our choir. He has also sung
solos and duets, written songs and
performed piano selections during
worship services and other special
occasions.

When asked how he felt about
Confirmation, Jacob was pleased to
become a full member of our
congregation and hopes to serve
when asked, and will continue to
share his musical talents with CUCC
members. He hopes to carry this
love for music into his future
educational plans, but also enjoys
working with computers.
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Brianna is a very special confirmand
- she first came to our church as a
friend of Dawn Welling, and liked it
so much that she chose to become a
member through Confirmation.

She is hoping to learn more about
the  church, become better
acquainted with our members and
serve as needed. She really enjoys
helping with youth group and aspires
to become a teacher, so perhaps we
can interest her in starting her career
through our Education Program.
Her favorite vacation in a family trip
to the Kalahari - they have been
going there for 3 years and still
haven’t done all the activities
available to guests. Brianna and
Dawn were in the Youth Group
Talent Show recently and provided a
lot of laughs for all. Brianna just
joined a Bowling League, too - we

bet she won’t strike out on
this either!!!

LMCO%CIGGZ0Q

Dawn truly enjoyed the
Confirmation Education
program and appreciated
Pastor Lynne’s thorough
explanations. She felt she
really learned a lot and is
eager to serve her church.
Already a member of the
choir - joining at the same
time as Jacob - Dawn really
enjoys singing and plans to
continue as a choir
member. She is also willing
to serve as an usher or
Board Member, perhaps
Lay Life Leadership to
start? (Hint) Her future
goals are based on her two
favorite things to do:
cooking would lead to being
a Food Stylist and choir
would lead to a career as a
Music Teacher. Dawn
would love to vacation in
Spain. She is also proud
that she just went fishing
with her dad and caught the
only fish!! Izaak Walton -
look out!!

8?KPNOI[%YKPUINN

Courtney feels that
Confirmation taught her
more about the church,
which makes her feel more
at home - that she is a part
of the congregation. As she
gets older, she hopes to be
able to volunteer through
church to work at Habitat.
Playing soccer in a

competitive league keeps her
busy after school. Her two
favorite vacation spots are
California, where she has family,
and Paris, France. Courtney
also shared that while she has
naturally curly hair, she prefers
to wear it straight. She also
hopes to become an actress and
has appeared in plays at local
theaters in the Fox Cities. Julia
Roberts - move over!!!

SMBMON@M%5CMNS58@I10?

Confirmation helped Samantha
understand the relationship of
the Scriptures and Pastor
Lynne’s sermons and she looks
forward to doing more in the
church. She helped greet

before worship recently and had
a great time Swimming is how
she spends her free time and
enjoys the Helping Hands at the
Y. Listening to music - mostly
hip-hop - is what she does for
fun and her favorite vacation
was motorcycle riding with her
uncle around Yellowstone Park
in Montana. Samantha’s mom
is the Senior High CE teacher,
and Sam has been her only
student in recent months. She
hopes there will be more in her
class next year!!

IMU?Y%KOLIPC??L

Jakob was impressed with the
fellowship between all the
confirm ands - it meant a lot to
get together and talk about God.
He felt very happy that he was

Continued next page



| Membership & Fellowship

welcomed into our church

Football is his passion - Jakob plays in school and is committed to
playing all through high school and college - even if he doesn’t get
a scholarship. Free time is spent skateboarding and playing video
games - Jakob confesses to be a game addiction and especially
enjoys Strategic games that require him to build a strategy - such
as racing. His favorite vacation was a week in Florida with family
-relaxing and enjoying fun and no schoolwork!!!

The Board of Membership and Evanglism welcomes these students
and encourages each member to make an effort to get to know
them for the special people that they are. WELCOME!!!

0%$3$'%4%04=3$%N46%P$FR4:$'\

If, for some reason you need a new
name tag printed, simply sign your
name on the Name Tag Replacement”
sheet on the Welcome Table in the
church Narthex. You can also give the
church office a call (725-4873) or email
(office@cuccnm.org).  Thanks  for
wearing your name tags — it really helps
us get to know one another faster.

Beginning on May
3, once a month, a
"E92%#' A*2Fa%0:49
will be on a table in
the Lounge for any
of the congregation
to sign, to be taken to a shut-in.
This will be a nice way to say
“Hello” to a member who is not
able to join us for church
services. A member of the
Diaconate will deliver the card as
they make their shut-in visits.

on
sook ' Wednesday July
DISCUSSION 22nd at 6:30pm to
GROUP .

discuss The
Shack X0%C2RR24=%Jc%|<"
Bring your favorite book titles to
help make the next book
selection.

B ,21' Y<<b% 8R"Xwill
L7 ] A"} meet

)
Friendship Cards
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Are you thinking that
you need to be
interested in gourmet
cooking to be a
Galloping Gourmet?
Gourmet's It's not that
complicated!

-

Galloping

The Galloping Gourmet group
has been meeting for many
years, and we are looking for
new members to join us. The
group meets at a different
restaurant  on the  third
Wednesday of each month at
11:30 AM. Each person orders
off the menu, and then we enjoy
conversation over lunch,
finishing by about 1 PM. We
choose a restaurant for the
following month, and one of the
members makes the reservation
and puts the information in the
weekly  bulletin. If you're
planning to attend, you let the
"hostess" member know so an
approximate number of places
can be reserved. June contact
is Gerry Benz 687-9557.

B<#'40%Q49'$#%Q9<"F

The Monday
garden group
=R@ has  begun.
" Anyone
interested in gardening is
welcome to join us on Monday
mornings from 10 am to noon.
If you have any questions
please call Betty and Dean
Curtis at 729-9422.




Mission and Stewardship
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Building will soon begin on the Habitat for Humanity Home that will
be built by UCC-er’s from far and wide. We will be joining with our
brothers and sisters from UCC churches in Fremont, Clintonville,
Black Creek, Appleton (First Congregational and St. John) and
Kaukauna to build a house with Yeng Yang and Nou Lee and their
family of five children. The Yang’s picture and more information
about their family can be found on the bulletin board at church.

Our build will begin with a service of blessing before our work gets
underway. This event will be held on 5"#'407%!"R0%,&%4)%4%
)<% X$% '$)$9=2#$'(watch for the time in next month’s Glad
Tidings). We will gather at the build site (621 E. Calumet in
Appleton) for a ceremony and then travel to a nearby park for a
picnic and fellowship with members of the churches that will be
involved and (hopefully) the Yangs.

Because we are sharing the building responsibility with 6 other
churches (and Wells Fargo), we will only be responsible for two
complete build days. On N"$A'407% !"R0% &we will cap the
foundation and build stairway walls. We will need 3 builders, site
support (1-2 people) and lunch for 12 people. On N*'9A'407%!"R(
D- we will install the trusses and roof sheathing. We will need 6
builders, site support (1-2 people) and lunch for 16 people.

There will be 2 days that we hope to have representatives from
each church. On N*'9A'407%M"6"A)%(we’ll need to send 2 people
to help install exterior doors and windows and set up the shed.
On 54)"9'407%7?:)<X$9%,/ members from all churches are invited
to gather to install appliances and clean the house. It's possible
that we will hold the dedication that afternoon and all church
members are invited to participate.

We may have the opportunity to participate in additional build
dates. After the folks from Wells Fargo have selected their dates,
we may be able to choose another date.

Be watching upcoming Glad Tidings, Bulletin Announcements,
E-mails and the bulletin boards for more information about how you
can be part of this exciting mission opportunity.

Four pastors will soon be visiting
the Wisconsin UCC Conference
from our sister church, the
Evangelical and Reformed
church of Honduras. The Board
of Mission and Stewardship
feels privileged, because we'll
have two of them with our own
church during the first weekend
in June! We're organizing two
opportunities to visit with them :

(1) *** They will participate in
worship on Sunday, June 14,
and the Board of Mission and
Stewardship will host a brief
reception with refreshments in
the church lounge after worship.
Be sure to stop by to greet these
delegates from our special
Honduras-Wisconsin
partnership!

(2)*** Marcy and Jack Fry and
Mission and Stewardship will
host an informal barbecue at the
Fry house on Sunday evening,
June 14. MRR%2#)$9%$A)$'%F4
493$%W3IR:<=$7%X")%)*$%E(
'$;2#2)$R0%#$$'%0<"9%P5 1sky
as to plan for the food quantities,
etc. Contact Jack or Marcy at
725-9315 or 851-1610 by "#$
,&%4)%)*$%R4)$A)C

Panm Iu#$%/)*

= Sunday

Please bring nonperishable food
items to worship. Help us feed the
hungry in our midst..
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~ Alan Havhamcss ~



