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This is a summer of family stories — our faith family stories. Every three years, the lectionary roles
back around to the tales of Abraham and Sarah, Hagar and Ishmael, Jacob and Esau, Joseph and
his brothers and Dinah, his sister — people who, for reasons God only knows, God blessed and
who went forth in all their humanness to become the people of Israel, clans that formed around
the worship of an un-named, un-seen God. Their stories are stories of amazing journeys into
distant lands, stories of strife and family turmoil, stories of deception and unrest, stories of grace.

| love these stories. | love reading or hearing them. | love telling them and preaching from them.
| love them because they are stories of folks who are so amazingly human | can’t help but see
myself in them, both the parts of me of which | am proud as well as the parts that | regret. But |
also love them because running through all of the stories is the presence of this amazing God that
hangs in there with them.

Abraham and Sarah get that child they were promised even though they are well advanced in
years. Hagar and Ishmael are tended to in the desert after Abraham and Sarah leave them there
to die. Esau receives blessings even though his wily brother Jacob cheats him out of his birth rite.
Jacob is haunted by the fear that his brother is seeking revenge but receives one of the greatest
blessings of all when he is reconciled with his brother after many long years.

It would be easy to simply equate the blessing of God to be reflected in the material wealth or even
the relationships. It's actually part of the story. But we sell the story short if we stop there. We
turn God into a God that bestows goods and services in exchange for allegiance and obedience
— like a divine vending machine where all we need to do is insert the right amount of faith and a
new car roles our way or the fight we have with our friend goes away. This is a God that is present
in our lives simply to serve our desires. This is not the God of our ancestors or of Jesus.

| think there’s a whole lot more to our relationship with God than this. The stories of the summer
reveal this amazing God in depth and wonder. We see God as one who sticks around no matter
what. When our actions and decisions cause harm, God sticks around to reveal what we have
done and then helps us find a way to correct our ways and our attitudes. When we are fortunate
enough to have resources of time, talent and treasure at our disposal, God sticks around to remind
us that we are called to be generous and to serve the needs of the world — to be a blessing to
others. When misfortune shakes our lives, God sticks around to carry us through even the hardest
of times and to remind us that no matter what, the arms of a loving God are always surrounding
us. Continued on next page



| hope you enjoy the stories of our ancestors in faith as much as | do. | hope you will be able to
sit with your brothers and sisters in faith through the summer months as we hear the stories of
faith together in worship. And | hope that as the story of your own life unfolds, you will know the
depth and wonder of the God who loves us enough to create, redeem and sustain us.

May the love of God blow within your soul to refresh and renew you in faith.

Blessings,

Lynne
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She will be gone after worship on July 27th through
July 31st. If you are in need of assistance please contact
Melanie in the church office or calling Pastor on call Rev.
Greg Smith at 729-7071.
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For May Year to Date
Giving Income $12,654 $55,454
Interest + Rents 1,159 6.531
Total Income $13,813 $61,985
Expenses 16.877 $67.970
Difference $(3,065) $(5,985)
From Endowments (POF)_3.876 16,165

Balance $811 $10,180

Birth in the Church Family

We welcome to our church
family' +),&' -.%/"0*" 1&23&" .
She is the daughter of Beth and
Chuck and the little sister to
Norah. She was born on May
28th.

4#&' 5.06)*7 , daughter to
Carolyn and Grayson Wood and
sister to Amy Rogoff died
unexpectedly on June 2nd in
Connecticut. We send out our
thoughts and prayers to her
family.



July Lectionary
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Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-
67 )"
Zechariah 9:9-12
Psalm 45:10-17 )"

Song of Solomon 2:8-13 !"
Psalm 145:8-14
Romans 7:15
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 25a
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Genesis 25:19-34 )"
Isaiah 55:10-13
Psalm 119:105-112 )"
Psalm 65:(1-8), 9-13
Romans 8:1-11
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
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Genesis 28:10-19a )"
Isaiah 44:6-8
Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24 )"
Wisdom of Solomon 12:13, 16-
19)"

Psalm 86:11-17
Romans 8:12-25
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
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Genesis 29:15-28 )"
| Kings 3:5-12
Psalm 105:1-11, 45b )"
Psalm 128 )"
Psalm 119:129-136
Romans 8:26-39
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

07/02
07/03
07/05
07/06
07/08
07/10
07/11
07/14
o7/17
07/21
07/23

07/25

07/27

07/28
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Jacob Nault

Hal Harding
Grayson Wood
Jean Fucik
Chelsea Pozolinski
Karen Crivello
Nick Nelson
Denise Burkett
Patrick Murphy
Katie Mayer
Dave Zernicke
lan Bertschausen
Amy Rogoff
Courtney Burkett
Laurie Kleist
Greg Smith

Pam Klockzien
Danielle Wheeler
Stephanie Wheeler
Ken Anderson
Derek Phillips
Kelsey Wadleigh
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Bob and Jenn Mayer
2#:0' N%/
Jerry and Bonnie Pozolinski
?2#:.0' EF%/
Wayde and Amy Rogoff
?#.0'BM%/
Dave and Barb Peperkorn
?2#.0' BO%/
Dan and Sherri Jischke
2#.0' EC%/
Gary and Pat Bezella
?#.0' FC%/

Steve and Linda Stoll

We would like to wish those a
Happy Birthday or anniversary.
If your birthday or anniversary
was omitted or you would
rather not have it published,
please contact the church
office.
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“ The next book is
#$%&" 0&
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I,' 3415&$(" 6+4() by Jon
Krakauer. Please join in on the
discussion.
0 Y% ngt
v\\N YO(/ i %8?*8;;;86)#?/&08)(3)523 6&6<g‘e?nic7e Kru
s 7N , g,

+o Audrey Bliss, Steve Furstenberg, Elaine Hemb,

< 7 Shirley Breening, Flossie Schinke, Bernie &

\(\

\

c;& Jack Balogh

~ Vivian Stieg, Jean and George Fuick and



Church Photo Directories

S 0 QXXSXSP Are Here!

p@@ ;| 4.8R2.6HS2R ) MHT.08Y \ @ |

ﬁ 3“ d +X98YYY ggz
USIC Please contact me if you are willing ¥

to share a special gift with us during worship. Piano _
accompaniment is available on all Sundays. Please call Sherri Please pick up your church

Jischke at 722-9010 if you are interested. Lots of open slots are  directories in the church office
still open for July and August. during office hours. Thank you.

church
e-mail

directo
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6&6<&"$Z Church members emails address are now available through a PDF file.
Members addresses and phone numbers are also listed. Please contact Melanie in the
church office if you would like to receive a copy of this. Hard copies are available in the
copy room.

The next Community Table is
1#&$7.0A'?#,0'BB*7

Please see the menu and sign up board near the church office. Do you know
, that your help makes such a difference and adds a bright spot for those
less fortunate than us.
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A/ | Jerry Pozolinski, John Steinmetz, Sue Knuth, Jason Stoll and Lynne Spencer-Smith
are researching what kind of multi-media system to install in our sanctuary so that we

|
i will be able to more effectively project images and words during worship. Our hope

|

x

I | is to provide a system that will enhance our worship experience. We will be visiting

IMULTI’ some churches in the area that are using multi-media and attend a workshop in July
to help us better understand some of the technical aspects. We will then obtain bids

l MEDIA | {5 present to the Church Council and Board of Trustees. Please keep these folks in
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— your thoughts and prayers.
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= E Fair Trade is about small farmers in the Developing World receiving a fair
=~ price for their labors. But it is also about much more. Through Equal
' Exchange's Interfaith Coffee Program, our congregation becomes part of a
ﬁ' life-centered economic model which puts people and the environment before
'-l profits-- a model rooted in the principles of justice, equity, cooperation and
%t sustainability. With your help, we can build a better future for ourselves and
PROIECT our global neighbors. (More information on Equal Exchange is available in
the lounge next to coffee maker.) Thank you for being a vital part of this work!
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$5 for 12 ounce Regular Drip Grind
$6 for 12 ounce De cafe Drip Grind

Coffee is stored in the lounge kitchen in the cupboard below the coffee maker. If you
do not find any there check below the sink or go to www.equalexchange.com)
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CORRDINATOR
SEARCH
COMMITTEE
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The CE Search Committee (Pat Day, Barb Peperkorn, Bonnie Pozolinski, Dan Jischke, Carla
Rabe and Lynne Spencer-Smith) have been busy reading resumes! Through recent
advertising, we have received several applicnats. We have narrowed them down to the ones
that best fit our needs and will soon be doing some interviews. Hopefully, we will be able to
present a candidate to the Board of Christian Education and Trustees soon and have someone
in place before the Church School year begins in the fall. In the meantime, the Board of
Christian Education will be recruiting volunteers for Sunday School and Youth Group. Please
keep our search committee and Board of Christian Education in your thoughts and prayers as
they go about this very important work on your behalf and in the name of Christ.
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By the time this edition of Glad Tidings is published there will be walls on the house at the corner of
Maple Street and Peckham in Neenah. Stop by and check out the progress. We’ve had several very
successful build dates and things are moving along. We have a lot of work to do during the month of
July and there are several openings still on the sign up sheets. Check the overall build schedule and
see how you can help out. If you want to build but think you don’t have the skills — don’t worry! Habitat
for Humanity provides a team of folks who have done this a lot and know how to help us do what needs
to be done. All you need is to show up and be willing to work and learn. Don’t forget that Site Support
and Meal provision is part of the build as well and we still need some folks to sign up in those areas,
too. The sign-up sheets are still posted in the narthex at church. You can also call the church and have

Melanie or Lynne help you get signed up.
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See sign up board at church

Task To Be Completed: Date:

Raise the Roof Preparation & Trusses Tuesday, July 01, 2008  **
Roofing and Doors & Windows Tuesday, July 08, 2008  **
Siding July 9-16, 2008

Heating, Plumbing & Electrical Rough-InsJuly 9-16, 2008

Insulation Thursday, July 17,2008  **
Ceiling Rock Tuesday, July 22, 2008  **
Wall Rock Thursday, July 24, 2008  **
Ceiling Insulation Friday, July 25, 2008

Wall Rock Saturday, July 26, 2008  **
Plastering July 28-30, 2008
Landscaping Saturday, August 02, 2008 **
Painting Saturday, August 16, 2008 **
Underlayment Tuesday, August 19, 2008 **
Vinyl Flooring Wednesday, August 20, 2008
Cabinets & Doors Thursday, August 21, 2008**
Doors & Trim Saturday, August 23, 2008 **
Trim & Finish Tuesday, August 26, 2008 **
Heating, Plumbing & Electrical Finishing August 25-27, 2008

Carpet Installation Wednesday, August 27, 2008
Clean & Appliances Thursday, August 28, 2008**

** These are volunteer workdays!!
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_ Lake Edge Preschool still has openings for our 4 year old class. We are the
‘_"ff"'fj‘ i’ church’s preschool offering classes for children ages 2-5 years of age.

4/5 Yr. Olds meet Tues/Wed/Thurs from 9am -12:00pm

. . ; Church members do receive a 10% discount on tuition for the year. Please Call
] 'H ||| Sherri Jischke- Director for additional information at home at 722-9010

Lake Edge is where LOVE grows, as well as children!
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I’'m often asked if we can sing more of the hymns you know. I'd love to do that but |
have a itty bitty problem.... | don’t know which hymns you know! Sometimes [I'll
choose one, thinking that it's a well known hymn to discover it's not! Or, I'll choose
'/ one thinking it's one that is not well-known and find out that it is! So, let's work

/" together on this. Please let me know what hymns you like and know and, as | see
that they fit with the theme of a particular Sunday service, we’ll sing them. Send me
an email: pastor@cuccnm.org. Leave a note in the box on my office door. Write a
note on the white board by my office door. Give me a call: 725-4873. (Hint, if you
catch me in the hall and mention your favorite hymn, it will be helpful to also have it written down.... It's
the age thing — mine, not yours!). And remember, no matter if it's your favorite hymn or not, a
well-known hymn or something brand new, God asks that we make a joyful noise, not necessarily one
that hits all the right notes and gets every word right. Thanks for your help. Lynne
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On August 15" 20 travelers will depart for the Pine Ridge Indian Reser-
vation of South Dakota on behalf of our church. Our Mission trip this year to
the most impoverished county in the U.S. will make a difference in the lives of
those in need as well as in the lives of our church family too. We will be painting
and cleaning and repairing homes on the reservation under the guidance of a
UCC founded organization called Re-Member.

Re-Member can use twin sized blankets to distribute to the Native
American residents. The volunteers going to South Dakota from all over the
country need work gloves and painting supplies to help accomplish the work
mission underway. Please consider donating *&: %:2*'$2¢c&7'<;.*>&%$A'*&:":)">'3;)K&$  (cotton/
leather, S M L XL, Mens/Womens ... whatever!) or ,.2*%2*3' $#,,;2&3$ (roller covers, pan liners,
brushes, etc) for our group to take with us to Re-Member in August.

Starting on Sunday, June 22 there will be a donation box in the narthex to collect these items.
Please watch for those bedding sales, or pick up an extra pair or two of work gloves, or some roller
covers & brushes the next time you’re out shopping. Your generosity will be very much appreciated by
the residents and the volunteers. You can make a difference
Your CUCC-NM is on a Mission!

Donations for
Re-Member



Al''T CREAT' ON GRE'T
CA P OUT 208

(OTHERWISE KNOW AS VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL)
COME JOIN THE FUN:
START: SATURDAY, JULY 12 AT 4:00 P.M.
(2" Graders and under will go home and
sleep in their own beds after the 8:30 p.m.
campfire; returning for breakfast at
8:00 a.m. Sunday.)
CONCLUDES: SUNDAY, JULY 13 FOLLOWING
SUNDAY MORNING OUTDOOR
CHURCH SERVICE
ACTIVITIES INCLUDE:
Crafts

Bike ride (bring bike and helmet) for 15t grade and above. Let us know if you
need help getting a bike. Kindergartner’s and under will be going to Smith Park
for activities.

Creation Story (like you’ve never heard before)
Stories
Movies
Campfire (s’mores, etc.)
Sleepover for 3¢ graders and above
FOOD - FOOD - FOOD (of course): Dinner, snacks, breakfast
BRING A FRIEND!

PLEASE RSVP TO CHURCH OFFICE BY TUESDAY, JULY 8'H,
Very important for the planning!
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Congregational

United Church of Christ of
Neenah Menasha

1511 Nicolet Blvd.
Neenah, Wi 54956
920-725-4873
WWWw.cuccnm.org
office@cuccnm.org

“What (God does first and best and most is to trust his
Peop!e with their moment in historg. He trust them to do

what must be done for the sake of his whole communitg.”

Walter Brueggcmann



