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Faith Connections

For a few months now, | have been having Melanie, our Church secretary, send out a weekly email to
church members that includes the prayer requests that are shared on Sunday. The subject line in the
email states “Faith Connections.” We’ve had people respond to the email with further prayer requests.
We now have prayer request cards in the pews and a few of those have been filled out and turned in.
| don’t know if it has a direct correlation or not but it seems that there has been an increase in shared
prayer requests. When the invitation is given and when the possibility of being connected in prayer is
repeatedly offered, we are more likely to share more deeply from the needs of our lives.

The church "#3$%&be a place where we can bring even the hardest things in our lives to share and offer
them to God in the midst of the community of faith. The church truly !"#$%&embody a God that hears
without judgment and with ears of grace. The church !"#$%&be a place that surrounds people with
unending mercy.

| think this has all been happening as we have opened ourselves up more to one another and to God
as we share the tender places of our lives. | know the church becomes what it is meant to be more and
more as we recognize that our connection is not merely as people who happen to claim this particular
community of faith and end up being in the same place at the same time on a regular basis but because
that which truly connects us is beyond time and is in all places. What the church becomes as this
amazing connection is made and realized is a more authentic reflection of the sacred.

A while ago, | was with a group of clergy colleagues and the topic of “care” came up. The pastor who
brought it up was concerned about what seemed to be a lack of depth to the care that members of the
congregation shared with one another. From that conversation, we began talking about “authentic
care” — care that is extended not simply because it's something that we should do but because it's
something that comes instinctively to us when someone is in need — care that is extended without
consideration of the cost — care that is lived out, not as second nature but as first nature.

The prayers that we offer for one another is one way that we develop this practice of authentic care.
As we regularly attend to one another’s needs in the context of prayer, we connect with one another
throughout the week. So even while we are apart, we are still connected. Even though we may not be
in the presence of each other, we are intentionally connecting with God on each other’s behalf. Our
connection then becomes not just one of a bunch of people who go to church together but a community
of people who are united through the love and grace of God. And this connection is sacred because

God is part of it. .
Continued on next page
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So here we are, a community of faith, bringing the things that make our hearts sing as well as the things
that weigh us down and we are sharing them with one another in the context of prayer. Here we are,

a community of faith united in a sacred connection.

Here we are, being the church, the body of Christ

in this place and for this time. May God’s gentle Spirit be known amongst us as we travel down this

sacred path of faith with one another and in the midst of all that life gives us.

Blessings,
Lynne
. S9%0. 4#9B
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A special prayer at this
holy season that God will
bless your home and
hearts with lasting Joy.
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Pastor Lynne will be taking a reading week on
Febuary 8th -12th. If you are in need of
contacting her please call 809-2178.
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We would like to wish all a Happy
Birthday or anniversary. If your
birthday or anniversary was omitted
or you would rather not have it
published, please contact the
church office.

2/28 Dawn Welling

Long time member 1$000.1'B3
passed away on Christmas
morning. His funeral was
December 30 th in our
sanctuary. Please keep Dorothy
and their family in your thoughts
and prayers during their time of
transition .

Former member E77. <0#3"7
daughter of Nancy Spindler
passed away unexpectedly on
Jan 15th. Her funeral was held at
Appleton West High School on
Jan 20th. Please keep Nancy
and her family in your thoughts
and prayers .
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Well we already have one month of the new year under our belt and
time is already going so quickly. This month will usher us into Lent
as we prepare ourselves to remember Christ’s journey and our
search for following his example.

**Wed. February 17" is Ash Wednesday and the choir will
participate in the evening service.

Please check the church calendar for all of the church events during
Lent.
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The choir will also be singing some new selections this month as we
prepare for the beginning of Lent.

Remember - It is NEVER too late to join choir and now is especially
good time. We start with all new music and begin to prepare for Holy
Week and Easter.

If you like to sing- come and join us!
Keep singing and praising God with all of your best-it is also a

good way to keep warm too.
God’s Blessings, Sherri Jischke, Music Coordinator

E298($0)
Y  Feb 7th - Eli Oestriech
Feb 14th Bailey Underwood
Adolgtes Feb 21st - Emily Botten
Feb 28th - Max Kofnetka

POK.X$% Alison Heiser Bailey Underwood
POK. ?J$%Brianna Sweeny Kerry Fox

J e FOK. *?)$ Rebecca Brown Pat Day

Nursery Attendants POK.*Y$% Alanna Smith Marty Abing

» Please keep the following members and friends in
¢ your prayers: Bernice Krug, Audrey Bliss, Steve
> & Furstenberg, Elaine Hemb, Shirley Breening, Flossie
Schinke, Adeline Miller, Sara Prasher Ebben, George
Fucik, Bernie Stieg, Eli Goodacre , Duane Sweet, Dorothy
Samu following the death of her husband Steve and Nancy
Spindler following the death of her daughter Ann.

‘Qavad
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be delayed or
cancelled due to weather? In order
to ensure the safety of our members
and others, we may delay or cancel
events. Sunday morning decisions
will be made by 7:00 am. Evening
event decisions will be made by
3:00 pm. Check local television
stations for postings.

S March  Glad  Tidings
%ias articles due date is
POK3'#(. ?H$% Due

to the short month.




"#$%&' () (*+,-+#(.[H#+

Lent at CUCCNM

For centuries, Christians have observed the season leading up to Easter by
participating in practices of spiritual disciplines that promote spiritual growth and
renewal. Although originally intended to be a time of initiation for new converts _
whose baptisms would be held on Easter morning following an all-night vigil, VYOILINP
Lenten practices have become an opportunity for practicing Christians to renew SCthU]G
their commitment of faith. It has been our tradition to observe Lent communally

through the sharing of a meal and a worship or educational experience, a tradition we will continue this
year.

Lenten

Each of our existing Boards will take turns providing the main course of a pot luck meal and individuals
are invited to bring a side dish to share. You are also encouraged to bring your own table setting so
those who are serving will have less clean-up responsibilities. Following the meal, we will gather in the
sanctuary for a time of worship and conversation.

This year, our worship and conversation theme will reflect the themes from the book 2345%$%6789:49
<=% 37"4:=">% ?<@AT7$A8:4<ly,BRobert Schnase. Each week will focus on one of the practices:
Radical hospitality, Passionate worship, Intentional faith development, Risk-taking mission and service,
and Extravagant generosity.

We will begin our Lenten observance on E)%. @0&70)&'([.POK#3'#(.?X with the first of our Lenten
dinners at 6:00 pm. At 6:45 we will gather in the sanctuary for a brief introduction and then have time
to explore the meditation stations that will be located throughout the church. At the conclusion of this
time, we will return to the sanctuary for prayer and imposition of ashes. The remaining weeks of Lent
will follow the same schedule, but we will remain in the sanctuary for the service.

As an aid to our Lenten journey, you will be invited to use the daily devotions that are provided in the
companion book 2?">:458:4@A% 37"4:=">@%;;'% % 345%% C$$#,% <=% 678D$7% B8@E%
?<@AT7$A8:4<@;FBhe book will be available for purchase at church for $7. You might also want to see
if you can find a good used copy at www.betterworldbooks.com or at the www.amazon.com
marketplace.

As we conclude our Lenten journey together, we will have the use of a Labyrinth on the weekend of
Palm Sunday (March 27 & 28). Watch for further information about a Labyrinth informational program
to take place that weekend.
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Christian Education & Youth
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The High School Youth Group
will be traveling to St. Peter's
UCC in Saukville to enjoy the
sounds of Lost & Found, a
Christian “acoustic thrash” rock

group. Lost & Found are
frequent guests at UCC
National Youth Events. Their
music can be heard at
speedwood.com or by
borrowing Kristin’s CD. If you

are interested in attending this
event please see Kiristin.
Tickets are $8.00, we will be
leaving the church parking lot at
4:30pm

>"77'B97. ~988
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The High School Youth Group
sponsored its first Cinnamon
Roll fundraiser and it was a
huge success! Join them
POK#3'#(.*? for their next sale.
We promise more rolls this time.
All proceeds will go toward off-
setting the cost of Regional
Youth Event (RYE).

T'10.$%0.C837:0_
Retreat for High School Youth
and Young Adults (to age 23).
April  16-18, $135.00 before
March 8% or $145.00 after; dead-
line to register is March 26t.

This is a retreat for stu-
dents who want to explore their
faith at a deeper level. This re-
treat is perfect for anyone who is
yearning to share their faith with
other young adults. Itis atime to
rest, quietly reflect and to center
yourself. If you are interested
please see Kristin for a registra-
tion form.

60(.>'BWO#) _

Mark your calendars, April 18t Jeff Puhlmann-Becker

will be our guest as we kick off the 2010 camp season.

Now is the time to start thinking about camp registration, most early
bird prices require registration before March 15"? Now is also the
time to think about your child’s church participation. Please familiar-
ize yourself with the camp scholarship policy (stated below) adopted
in January 2009 by the board of Christian Education.

In an effort to raise money for our camp scholarship fund the BCE
will be hosting a bake sale on Sunday, February 14%. Come and
enjoy a tasty treat and help support our camp scholarship program.

All campers will receive a 25% scholarship toward participation in our
2010 Wisconsin UCC Camping Program. Because of current economic
conditions, we are only able to sponsor 1 camp opportunity per camper.
Additional support (up to 50% of camp fees) toward a camp scholarship
may be earned by participating in the life of the Church in some manner.
Attendance at Sunday school on a regular basis, acolyter, junior choir,
fundraising, participation in youth group activities regularly, and regular
attendance in worship are just a few ways to earn more money.

>0%#")$"7.Q&32'$"97.6'WWO07"7:)Z
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-“Read to Feed” Heifer International fundraising.

?L-: Training in Nashville for Faith Practices resource

5Z  Safe Sanctuary workshop on Webex (open to all)

XZ  Souper Bowl of Caring: HS Youth Group
Informational meeting with HS parents for RYE

?JZ Bake sale for camp scholarships

?X. Ash Wednesday — No Youth Group!

*) -

Cinnamon roll sale HS youth group

POK#3'#(.f93%$%.M3%$#0'2%.C#9902%$.d.0'&.$9.P00&
Read to Feed® is a reading incentive, global education and service-
learning program. Students obtain sponsorships from parents,
friends and relatives, based on the number of books they read. At
the end of the program, the class pools its funds and donates them
to Heifer International.

The Read to Feed program encourages reading skills, while
teaching students how they can empower families around the world
with the gift of livestock, heightening awareness that their actions
are making a difference in the lives of others.

Children will be asking you to sponsor them as they read
books for the month of February. When the month is over they will
total the number of books read and then collect payment from you.
Be careful! If we have an avid reader in the group this project can
become quite costly!

Kids can only read books that are age appropriate and at their
level. Books they are reading for school are acceptable. Look for
more information to be shared during Sunday school.



Christian Education & Youth
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B,-ﬁ]R_ In Romans 12:13 we are told: "'()*+,-."+/#&0!+ 1*#1%*+,"#+()*+-2+2**&3++4)(5.-5*+"#16
AT 1-.(%-.7Bnhis congregation certainly obeys that command.
As you are probably aware, Sunday, February 7th is the FOOTBALL Super Bowl. Our
church will also have our S-O-U-P-E-R Bowl (of Caring).

The Souper Bowl of Caring is a grassroots, faith-based crusade against hunger. We are
joining other churches, schools, organizations and individuals across the country to fight hunger and
poverty by collecting dollars in soup pots next Sunday. What is collected stays in the community to
help fight hunger, but we report our total to the Souper Bowl of Caring headquarters so that they can
come up with a grand total.

In 2009, over 13,000 groups raised over $10 million for soup kitchens, food banks and other helping
charities. Since the Souper Bowl of Caring began in 1990, over $60 million has been given to help
those in need. The Souper Bowl of Caring most often benefits local food banks and soup kitchens,
but world hunger organizations, denominational missions and other international ministries have
also been recipients of Souper Bowl of Caring dollars. Our collection will go to the Red Cross. May
God bless our gifts.
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Planning for the Christian Education
program year 2010-2011 is under-
way. If your committee has a sug-
gestion that would allow for the
children of our church to participate
in now is the time to get those ideas
to Kristin or a member of the BCE.
It is very hard to accommodate re-
quests made throughout the year
due to our limited meeting times, if
we know of these requests ahead of
time they can be placed within the
plan for the upcoming year and
given the full attention they deserve.
Suggestions might include making
cards for the shut —ins, participating
in the Alternative Market, etc. We

E.)W02"8.T%'7l) _

We received a special thank you from the Northeast Associa-
tion for the gifts we purchased for the children of the Senda de
Amor Hispanic Ministry in Appleton. Senda de Amor is an
Ecumenical Hispanic Ministry made up of approximately 40
members currently worshipping in the basement of Grace
Lutheran Church. The church was started a little over a year
ago when the leaders from the four denominational middle
governing bodies in Northeastern Wisconsin began meeting
to discuss the possibility of a partnership supporting a new
Hispanic congregation. Congregations from each denomina-
tion, including the United Church of Christ, were offering
specific outreach programs including ESL (English as a Sec-
ond Language) classes, bi-lingual worship, worship materials
in Spanish, individual translators and ministry to the many
migrants who move through the area during the growing
season.

70:"97'8.f93$%.Q007$.V7494B'$"97'8.G00$"7:_
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There will be an informational meeting held after worship on the
7t. Come and learn more about this awesome opportunity for
youth ages 13-18. We will be discussing cost, transportation,
and fundraising opportunities. Regional Youth Event is an
opportunity for young adults to share their faith with hundreds of
other kids just like them through music, worship, and activities.
Andra Moran (from Jesus Core) will lead the youth in worship
and song. Young people will not want to miss this awesome
event designed just for them!

>'807&'#.T"B0Z
In observance of Lent there will be SM. (93%%. :#93W
POK#3'#(. ?X. d. EW#"8. X Youth group will resume on
Wednesday, April 14t at 6:30.

want our youth to be able to support
the other important ministries in our
church but need ample time to
schedule them into our program
year (which runs August through
May).

>0%'7:"7:. T'K80. S00&0&
Our nursery is looking for a new
or gently used changing table.
Please contact Kristin
Underwood or Sherri Jischke if
you need anymore information




| 7"1#6(8&1%9&1%4%

6":%8":%%$).94.$%0.<020BK0#.?X[.*,,;.>9372"8.G00$"7:

Dave Peperkorn provided all with copies of the proposed job description for all the boar
ministries involved in the reorganization proposal. Council will review these in Highlights
preparation for our joint meeting with the Reorganization Committee at 6:30 p.m. on

January 7. The new structure relies heavily on training those involved in the work of the church and
the Council will be pursuing the opportunities for training that are available.

Pastor Lynne will be eligible for a sabbatical in 2011. The Council will be reviewing the existing
Sabbatical Policy.

Pastor Lynne reported that we have the opportunity to be part of the City of Neenah’s website. The
Council approved the $1300 requested by Membership and Evangelism to take part in this endeavor.

The Annual Meeting will be January 31, 2010 and the budget hearing will be January 24

19'#&.94.GOBKO#)%"W.'7&.Q0'7:08")B.G00$"7:.13BB"#(

The Board met on January 14, 2010 with a 100% attendance. Assignments were made for the final
five months of the board. A “Church Chat’, titled FAQ4Y (Frequently asked questions for you), will be
held on Sunday, February 28" immediately following worship. The Church Chat will provide members
and visitors an opportunity to ask questions about the church. Frequently asked questions may include
history, finances, mission and outreach, education opportunities and how many people are members
. In informal conversation, the board will try to answer questions people have about our church and
congregation. Lengthy discussion was held on the Care Groups and the board will make note of their
observations and experiences to give to the Ministry of Spiritual Life.

| 0+"#1/28&3/4&"2(5'6/4+ |
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The Ad-Hoc Committee thanks all members for their patience, support and feedback this past
year. We started our process in September 2008 and will finish our task on Sunday, January 31,
2010 at the Annual meeting.

This has been a rewarding and mind-stretching experience for all: Steve Stoll, Kris Anderson,
Pastor Lynne, Laurie Kleist, and Dave Peperkorn. We connected with lots of our own members and
many from other churches through our All-Church Summit about Reorganizations.

Since this article will be published following the vote on changing the structure, the Committee
knows that for this change or no change requires more dedication and service on everyone's part
within the church.

You will be asked to participate in a special program to help you "discern" your special gifts for
ministry in the near future. We pray you will take this task seriously and participate whole heartily.

Again, we thank you for your very special support and encouragement this past year.
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10:00 am to 3:00 pm -
Wisconsin Conference Frederick R. Trost Center, De Forest a .
NO:")$#'$"97.<0'&8"70Z.G'#2%.H....P00Z.kJ,b,, Pantry .
Every member brings their stories, secrets, longings and loves g ’ Sunday .
to their relationships with both family and friends. The church, asa = SEH3
family of God's children, works in many of the same ways. Under- 1 . .
standing some of the key dynamics can help us navigate meetings, ., POK#3'#(. ?')$ ' .
transitions; even critical moments in the life of the faith communi- = 1#°7:. 797LWO#")%'K80 :
ty. . 499&."$0B)
Cathy Wille is a Licensed Professional Counselor with the = .

Samaritan Counseling Center of the Fox Valley and has worked with
family systems throughout her career. She will bring valuable infor-
mation, experience and expertise to this day; helping us explore our
own inner workings and enabling us to understand others.

Registration information can be found on line @ www.wcucc.org
Click on “Education” then Family Systems Workshop or get registra-
tion form from the church office.
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Relief for Victims of he The United Church of Christ (UCC) nationwide has launched an emer-
— N , ? gency appeal for Haiti after a major earthquake struck the country. Thou-
\ /Gl | sands of people are feared dead and countless have been left homeless.
Earthquake in Haiti The need is massive. Funds from the UCC's One Great Hour of Sharing
have already been rushed to our Haitian partners to support their initial
emergency response.
We, here in Neenah-Menasha, have an opportunity to help our Haitian partners. The Mission &
Stewardship (M&S) board has already received approval from the Trustees for $1,000 to be sent from
the Permanent Opportunity Fund (Good Samaritan Fund). We are challenging the congregation to
match this $1,000 in individual giving. This can be done by sending a check to the church office, or
using a special envelope during Sunday worship. In addition, all offerings collected at the Lenten
worship will be designated to go for the relief of our Haitian partners and will be considered part of the
“match challenge”.
If the congregation matches the $1,000, the M&S board will request an additional $1,000 to match this,
from the Ruah Fund. As a member of the Christian community, this is a unique opportunity to share
our bounty with Christians that have so little and now are in even graver distress. The season of Lent
is a time for inward reflection and sacrifice; what better time to exercise our faith in our own journey,
while supporting our Christian beliefs. Please consider giving as generously as you are able...it's
Christian Responsibility at work. Thank you.

Membership and Evangelism

PEoJI
The Board of Membership and Evangelism is inviting everyone to a FAQ4U session immediately
following worship on Sunday, February 28, 2010 following worship. We will gather in Fellowship Hall
and light refreshments will be served.

What is FAQ4U??? FAQ4U is “Frequently Asked Questions for You” about our church. No matter
how long you have been a member or whether you are just visiting, there are always areas of the
church you wished you knew more about.

Our church’s history? Ask the question.
Our baptism and communion practices? Ask the question.
Fellowship opportunities? Ask the question.
Mission and outreach events? Ask the question.
How many members to we have? Ask the question.

You probably have many, many more. We will try to answer them, and seek out the answers if we
don’t. No question is too big, too small, too challenging or too easy so come one, come all and see if
you can stump the Board of Membership and Evangelism.



Fellowship

<> Dutch Treat Lunch: will be meeting on.POK3'#(.?X$%
ﬁ 11:30 at BJ Clancy’s Please call Laurie Kliest at
725-9427 or email dlkleist@tds.net to make your
reservation.

Dutch Treat

LUNCH

| - @0&70)&'(. S":%%$. <"770#. 49#.'88.".0) _
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Take a night off from cooking and join your church family for
dinner! A suggested donation of $5.00 per adult and $2.00
per student is being asked to help offset the cost of these delicious
dinners. Please call (7254873) or email (ce@cuccnm.org) Kristin if

you are interested in attending. Don’t miss the fun!
10#0"7:.K0:"7).'$.5Z,,b..69W0.$9.)00.(93.$%0#0_
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| want to express my sincere gratitude to all who
helped with Steve’s memorial service and all those
who sent wonderful sympathy cards.
| want to especially thank Lynne for her presence in
all aspects of Steve’s death. She is truly a treasure.
Thanks you church family for everything.
Dorothy Samu & Family
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It's time to have fun in the snow! Whether you ski
cross-country or downhill, join us for a weekend in the Upper
Peninsula. Fun, food and fellowship abound. We'll stay in a
chalet and share expenses for food and lodging to keep it
affordable. All ages and abilities are welcome.

We'll leave after school on Fri. Feb.19th and return on Sunday
night. Please contact either Linda Stoll 725-7321 Istoli@new.rr.com
or Ginny Stutzman 836-3215 virginiastutzman@centurytel.net for
more information and reservations.  We need to know who's
coming ASAP. This is ALWAYS a memorable trip.

l Book Club will be meeting March 14th at 6:30 in the
e,, ook ' church lounge to discuss %PG$%L$>481>$%Kd=$
'”U AL ;lp )1l "gKO0#$. R998#"21bPlease join us and bring your
favorite titles for upcoming discussions.
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TChurch Leadershlp 3
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Don Kleist, Bev McCaughey,
H8719%6$J$7#<7 @ at Bezella,
Alanna Smith, Jennifer Abing ,
Denise Stewart

G")"97. e. 130D'#&)%"W Z
K879D% 37Mave Day, Kent
Mosebach, Pat Mahoney, Liz
MacKelvie , Gerry Benz
<"297'$0 7 L":G%M<I4@;#D-
?24@ED% C<>Ferri Flesburg,
Nancy Winkler, Clo Schumann
Roger & Nancy Spindler
GOBKO#)%"W.e.Q0'7:08"B Z
N:$5%$% N:<>3im Heiser,

Dar Schuff , Pat Day,

Cheryl Humleker

CY$9#'8. 108'$"97) :

Paula Botten,%!4@E8%N; karrie
Kleist, Bob Nault,

Ginny Stutzman, Jack Fry
T#3)$00): L<D%L<;$@I$7A$7
Dan Jischke, Wayne Gibson,
Ann Pabst, Dave Peperkorn ,
Dan Balogh

>9372"87 Bonnie Pozolinski,
Donna Holewinski, Amy
Bertschausen, Gary Bezella,
Marilyn Kostrzak , Kerry Fox
[(./"40.'7&./0'&0#)%"W

Mary Janness- Diana Zeller,
Sirena Jording, Tim Kellnhauser,
Kevin Shumann, Becky Brown

G9&0#'$9#: Denise Burkett

"20.G9&0#'$9#71 ee Schuff

102#03'#(: Kathy Mahoney
T#0")3#0# ZDave Zernicke

Names in O:8>49are board
chairs.
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?2?Z-,.WB XZ,,.'B All church
Staff Meeting Discussion Group Dinner
27Z,,.'B 5Z-,.WB
Bible Study Youth Group
Adult Choir
Confirmation
X Y ; ?, ?7? ?* ?-
C'7$#(.137&( 5Z,,. WB 6:30 pm
19(. 1293% 277 WB XZ..'B E88.>%3#2% | 19%&.G00$'7:)Z
137&( Staff Meeting Discussion Group <"770# Membership &
YZ-,.'B 227 B 5Z-,. WB Evangelism
Children’ s Choir Bible”Study Youth Group
Z,,.'B Adult Choir Mission &
Christian Stewardship
Education Hour
?,Z?H.'B
Worship
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YZ-,.'B ??Z-,. WB XZ,,.'B 5Z?H. WB
Children’ s Choir Staff Meeting Discussion Group E)%.@0&70)&'( Trustees
Z,.'B ?.Z-,.'B
Christian R8'&. T"&"7:) Bible Study at .Hz,,.WB
Education Hour <0'&8"70 Altera Adult choir
?,Z7H.'B 5Z,.WB
Worship Lenten Dinner
11:30 am 57JH. WB
Diaconate Ash Wednesday
'0.1'80. 49# Service
>'BW
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YZ-,.'B ??Z-,.WB XZ,,.'B 5Z7?H. WB JZ-,.19)%. e
Children” s Choir Staff Meeting Discussion Group .HZ,,. WB Church Council P937&.>9720#$
:Z,,.'B ??Z,,.'B Adult choir 49#.f93%%
Christian Bible Study 5Z,,.WB
Education Hour Lenten Dinner
?,Z?H.'B 5ZJH. WB
Worship: Lenten Service
Kristin Underwood
Preaching
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Children’ s Choir
Z,.'B
Christian

Education Hour
?,Z?H.'B
Worship
11:30 am
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Come and Support our Youth in going to camp
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BAKE SALE
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All proceeds will go to the Camp Scholarship Fund



